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1 once to amuſe and inſtruct the 
riſing Generation is the princi- 

pal Object of theſe CHo1tr SCRAPS. 
It cannot be diſputed, that, in order 
to attain the aboye Purpoſes, nothing 
can be fo proper as to produce Ex- 
amples drawn from real Life, to hy 


before the youthful Readers a Faithful : 1 


Epitome of the Conduct, Characters, 


and Opinions, of thoſe Kings, He- 


roes, and Pailoſophers, whoſe Me⸗ 
mories will remain recorded in the 
ſacred Page of Hiſtory till Thy it- 
ſelf ſhall be no more. — 
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The firſt Part of this Work con- 


tains Anecdotes of the late Frederick, 


King of Pruſſia, whoſe Name as a 


Soldier and Philoſopher will never be 


forgotten. We have drawn the Cur- 
tain of Silence oyer his religious 


85 Opinions, and have tranſlated, from 


the moſt authentic Documents, only 
Tuch Matters as, we preſume, will 


throw the moſt ſtriking Light on that 


illuſtrious Prince's Character. 

The Babs Part, containing An- 
Gent Anecdotes, though it cannot 
claim an equal Share of Originality 
with the firſt Part, yet, being ſelected 


from Works that have obtained the 


Sanc- 


Sanction of paſt Ayes, we are inclin- 


give to the Levity of Youth the Gra- 


PREFACE. 


ed to hope, that it will be no ſmall 
Aſſiſtant to the youthful Mind, and 


vity of Manhood, 
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ROYAL TITER ANECDOTES. 


REDUCED officer in the late Kin 
of Pruflia's ſervice, having rel 
as a brave man in the Seven-years war, 


conſtantly attended the king's levee every _ 
day to ſolicit for a penſion. The king 
had often ſaid to him, Have patience, _. 


For at preſent I cando nothing for ou.“ 
The officer was not to be put off in that 
manner; but, wherever he found the 


king, he belogrd him with his * : 
- ares 
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Frederick, tired with theſe importunities, 


forbid, his being admitted to his preſence : 


In the mean while there appeared a 
violent ſatire againſt the king, and Fre- 
derick, contrary to his uſual torbearance, 
offered a reward of fifty louis-d'or to any 
perſon who would diſcover the author. 


The next day the lieutenant- colonel pre- 
ſented himſelf at the palace, and was re- 


fuſed entrance; but he inſiſted on being 
admitted, ſaying, he had ſomething of 
importance to communicate to the king. 


His name was therefore announced, and 


he was ordered into the king's preſence. 
Have I not already told you, (exclaim- 


ed his majeſty as foen as he ſaw him) that 


I ean do nothing for you at preſent ?”— 
* I am nat eome to, demand any thing, 
(replied the officer) but your majeſty has 
promiſed fifty louis-d'or to him who ſhall 
diſcover the author of the pamphlet juſt 
publiſhed againſt you, I am the author, 
Puniſh the culprit, but pay the reward to 


my wife, that ſhe may procure bread for 


my hungry children.“ The devil con- 
| found 


to Spandau!“ It may not be amiſs here to 


ſhall patiently ſubmit to whatever puniſh- 
ment your majeſty ſhall pleaſe to infli& 


fare dinner.“ The king then ordered the 


Spandau. | 


do follow as grace to that meal. At 


CHOICE SCRAPS, 3 
found you, (1aid the king) you ſhall go 


obſerve, that Spandau is a fortreſs near 
Berlin, where all ſtate culprits are impri- 
ſoned. Sire, (replied the colone) I 


on me, ſo that you do but pay the pro- 
miſed reward to my wife.“ The king 
told him, that within an hour his wife 
ſhould have it, and ordered him ta 
wait a moment. The king then ſat down 
at a table, wrote a letter, and gave it to 
the officer, ſaying, * You will give this 
letter to the commandant of Spandau, and  .. 
tell him, that I forbid him to open it be- 


lieutenant-colonel to be conducted to 


The officer being arrived there, he de- 
livered the letter, and acquainted the 
commandant with the king'sorders. They 
dined, and the poor officer was under the 
moſt dreadful apprehenſions for what was 


- 
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length, however, the letter was opened, 
aud he read as follows: The bearer of 
this letter is appointed commandant of 
the fortreſs of Spandau. His wife and 
children will be with him within a few 
hours, and bring with them fifty louis, 


The late commandant of Spandau will 
repair to Potſdam, where he will find a 


better place deſtined for him.” Judge 
how great was the mutual ſurpriſe of both 


parties ! 


5 During the time that Voltaire was with | 
the king at Potſdam, an Eng'iſhiwan hap- 


pened to be there, who told the king, that 
he could retain, word for word, any diſ- 
courle of a tolerable length, after having 
once read it. Frederick put him to the 


proof, and the Engliſnman made good 


his aſſertions. 


At this moment Voltaire was 2h” 


nouneed, who came to read to the king a 
copy of verſes he had juſt written. Fre- 
derick 
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derick, to amuſe himſelf, concealed the 
Engliſhman in an adjoining cloſet, and 
ordered him to retain word for word 
what Voltaire ſhould read.to him. The 
poet was introduced, and read his verſes. 
The king liſtened to them with an appa« 
rent coolneſs, and ſaid, Indeed, my 
dear Voltaire, I cannot conceive what 


you are about, ſince you ſometimes take 
the verſes of others, and paſs them off 
for your own?” Voltaire proteſted, that 


the verſes were his own, and that he had 
finiſhed them but that moment. Well, 


(aid the king) that is poſſible; but I have 
Jjuſt ſeen an Engliſhman, who has repeat- 


ed them to me as his own writing.“ 


Frederick ordered the Engliſhman to be 


called in, and deſired him to recite the ver- 
fes he had ſhewn him that moraing. The 
Englifuman inſtantly repeated the lines of 


the poet without the variation of a ſylla- 


ble. Voltaire flew into a paſſion, and 
declared, that the gentleman muſt deal 


with the devil. The king for ſome time 


awuſed himſelf with the poet's anger; 
5 l ; | but 
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12 CHOICE SCRAPS. 
but at laſt let him into the ſecret, when 
the Engliſhman was diſmiſſed with a pro- 
per recompence for the pleaſure he had 
afforded the monarch. 


I hhe vwiſeſt men, at times, ſuffer them- 

ſelves to be hurried away by prejudices, 
and even the great king of Pruſſia was 
frequently their victim. He was ſtrangely 


prepoſſeſſed againſt the manufactures of 
Germany, and could not perſuade hime 


ſelf, that it was capable of producing any 
thing excellent either in the ſciences, arts, 


or manufactures. It has been ſaid, that it 


was the Count de Rothenbourg, who in- 
ſpired him with theſe unfavourable ideas. 

This Count one day procured him a 
very elegant ſnuff- box, which he pre- 
ſented to him as a maſter-piece of one of 
the beſt workmen in Paris. The king 


happened to let this favorite ſnuff- box 
fall, by which it was broken. It is a | 


pity, (ſaid the monarch) for I much eſ- 


teemed 
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mended. By whom? (replied Fre- 


man, and aſked him if he could proper- 
ly mend it. Why not? (ſaid the ar- 


jn a due), was taken and carried to the 
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teemed this box!“ A friend of the king, 
who was preſent, adviſed him to get it 


derick.) Are not all the German work- 
men bunglers?” The nobleman replied, 
that he knewa very able workman at Ber- 
ln, and that he would take upon bimſelf 
to get it mended in a maſterly manner. 
He carried the box to a German works 


tiſt) I made it;“ and then gave incon- 
teſtable proofs of what he advanced. 
When the box was brought hack to the 
king, and he was informed it was the 
workmanſhip of a German, he coolly 
replied: ** Then it was made at Berlin! 
Well, then, I make you a preſent of it; 
for I ſhall uſe it no more.” 


* 


—— CY” IS 


A Pruſſian captain, named S. ing 
Rad the misfortune to kill another officer 


B maln 


3 
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main guard. The king could not pre- 
vent his being tried agreeably to the laws, 
by which he was condemned to die. Fre- 


derick, who loved the captain on account 


of his bravery, wiſhed to fave him. He 


cauſed it to be ſecretly infinuated to the 


officers his friends, that he ſhould not be 
forry, were he to hear that the priſoner 
Had made his eſcape. Every thing was 


. Prepared for his flight; and, in order to 


facilitate it, Frederick ſent for the cap- 
tain that day on guard, and faid to him: 
“% Mind what I tell you: if you ſuffer S. 
to eſcape this night, be affured J will 


order you under arreft for twenty-four 


hours.“ The captain very well under- 
ſtood the king's meaning, and, about 
midnight, invited his priſoner to take 
a little air befare the guard-houſe. His 
friends were at a little diſtance with a 


poſt-chaiſe, and having told him of the 


preparations they had made for his eſcape, 
he get into the chaiſe, and was carried 
off. The captain next day made a report 


do the king of the flight of his priſoner, 


when 
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when Frederick pretended to be much 
enraged againſt him, and, in conformity 

to his word, ordered him under arreſt for 
twenty-tour hours. | 


K SRISN 


The king was often in danger of being 
poiſoned, but never put thoſe to death 
9 who actempted his life. One of his va» 
j lets de chambre one day meditated the 
| perpetration of this horrid crime, This 
4  miſcreant carried the king his cup of 
chocolate in the morning, according ta 
his uſual cuſtom ; but when he preſented 
it, Frederick obſerved an uncommon diſ- 
order and confuſion in his countenance. 
„What is the matter with you? (ſaid 
the king, looking him ſtedfaſtly in the 
| face.) ] believe you want to poiſon me!“ 
| At theſe words, the villain's confuſion 
encreaſcd, hen he threw himſelf at the 
feet of the monarch, confeſſed his guilt, 
| and implored pardon. - “ Get out of my, ' | 
tight, knave!“ faid the king to him, and "of 
| Re this | 
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this was all his puniſhment; though ſome 
ſay he was lent to Spandau. From that 
tine, Frederick before he drank his 
chocolate, always gave a little of it to 
his dogs, e | 


we 


: K RI ISS 


Frederick, after a bloody battle, aſked 
His officers, who, in their opinion, had 
ſhewn the greateſt bravery that day. 
They all anſwered, as if by mutual con- 
ſent, + Your majeſty, ſire? The king 
who expected this anſwer, replied, You 1 
very much miſtake; it was a fifer, by 
whom I paſſed twenty times during the 
battle, and from the firſt to thelaſt charge, 
found him playing his martial airs with 
the utmoſt compoſure. 


The king one day ſeeing a Dutch mer- 
Chant in Sans Souci, walked up to him, 
and aſked him, if he wiſhed to fee the 

| =” . 
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gardens. The merchant, who knew not 
the king, replied, he did not know he- 
ther that was permitted at the time the 
king was there. Give yourſelf no con- 
cern about that, (ſaid Frederick) I will . 
conduct you,” He ſhewed the merchant 
the moſt beautiful parts of his garden, 
and aſked his opinion of what he had 
ſeen, When he had ſhewn him every 
thing, the merchant drew out his purſe, 
and was going to make a prefent to his 
conductor. „ can take nothing, (ſaid 
the king) we are forbidden to take any 
thing; and ſhould the king know that 
we accept a preſent, we ſhould, be pu- 
niſlied for it.” The merchant then thank» 
ed him very politely, and retired, nat 
doubting but his conductor was the in- 
ſpector of the gardens. e had not gone 
far before he met the gardener, who ac- 
coſted him, in a very rude tone, with, 
„What do yon do here? Do not you 
know that the king is here? The Dutchy 
man related every thing that had juſt paſs 
ſed, and highly praiſed the politeneſs of 

B 3 "= 
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the perſon who had ſhewn him the gar- 
den.” And do you know who that was? 
(faid the gardener.) It was the king him- 


Jelf!” Judge what was the aſtoniſhmeat 


of the merchant. 
SPP II PAS: 


The king, one day looking out of his 


window, ſaw a number of people, who 


were reading a paper fixed up on the 
wall. “Go and ſee what that paper is 
about,” ſaid the king to one of his pages. 
He returned and —— his majeſty, it 
was a libel againſt his #zzred perſon. © It 
is placed too high, (ſaid the king) go and 
take it down and place it lower, and it 


Will then be more eaſily read.“ 


e corporal of the guards, who was 


conſidered as a very vain man, but at the 


fame time as poſſeſſed of great bravery, 
_ ware a watch-chajn, at the end of which 
| | as 
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was fixed a muſket-ball inſtead of a watch- 
The king, being defirous of joking with 
Him, faid to him, Corporal, you muſt 
have been very frugal, to be enabled to 
buy a watch. It is fix o'clock by mine; 
pray tell me what it is by your's.“ The 
corporal plainly ſaw through the king's 
mtention, and immediately pulled the ball 
out of his fob, ſaying, Sire, my watch 
does not inform me whether it be five or 
fix o*clhock ; but it reminds me, that I 
muſt be every moment prepared to die for 
your majeſty.” “ There, friend, repli- 
ed the king, much affected) take that 
watch, in order that you may know the 
honr in which you are to die for me.“ 
So faying, he gave him his watch, which 
was ornamented with brilliants. 


At the fiege of Schweidnitz, the king, 
having reſolved to belet blood on the field, 
mquired for a ſurgeon, when one was. 
mnechately procured. The king dif- 

| mounted, 
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mounted, pulled off his coat, and ſeated 


himſelf on a little lnllock. The ſurgeon 
performed the operation, and the blood 


was flowing, when a bomb fell a few 
paces from them, and covered them both 


with earth. The operator ran away as 


faſt as he could, and left the king in that 
condition. Frederick, who kept his ſeat 


without the leaſt emotion or fear, called 


out to the ſurgeon, “At leaſt come and 
bind up my arm!'“ At laſt, after many 
threats and entreaties, the ſurgeon ap- 
proached him trembling. ©. Thou art 
a valiant fellow! (ſaid the king to him.) 
Make haſte.” Frederick then mounted 
his horſe, and compoſedly purſued his 
ride. | „ 


Frederick one day rang his bell, and 


nobody anſwered, on which he opened 
his door, and found his page faſt aſieep 
ip an elhow chair. He advanced towards 
dim, and was going to awaken him, when 

| | he 


* 
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he perceived part of a letter hanging out 
of his pocket. His curiofity prompting 
him to know what it was, he took it out 
and read it. It was a letter from this 
young man's mother, in which ſhe thank- 
ed him for having ſent her part of his 


wages to relieve her in her mifery, and 


finiſhed with telling him, that God would 
reward him for his dutiful affections. 
"The king, after having read it, went back 
foftly into his chamber, took a bag of 
ducats, and ſlipped it and the letter inta 
the page's pocket. Returning to his 
chamber, he ran the bell fo loudly, that 
it awakened the page, who inſtantly made 


bis appearance. You have had a ſound 


flcep,” faid the king. The page was at 
a loſs how to excuſe himfelf, and putting 
His hand into his pocket by chance, to 
Eis utter aſtoniſhment he there found a 
purſe of ducats. He took it out, tarned. 
pale, and, looking at the king, ſhed a 
torrent of tears, without being able to 
utter a -fingle word. What is that? 
aid the king) what is the matter ?—"? 


«Ab, 
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Ah, Sire, (ſaid the young man, throw- 

ing himſelf on his knees) ſomebody ſeeks 
my ruin! I know nothing of this money, 
which I have juſt found in my pocket! 
My young friend, (replied Frederick) 
God often does great things for us even 
in our fleep, Send that to your mother, 
ſalute her on my part, and aſſure her that 
1 will take care of both her and you.“ 


— —̃ — ACA 


I The following is a ſtriking example of 
Frederick's ſeverity in every thing that 
regarded military ſubordination. A com- 
mon ſoldier, of the battalion of guards, 
was ſo familiar with the king, that he had 
the liberty of entering his chamber with- 
out being announced. He often uſed 
this liberty in aſł ing money of Frederick, 
which he generally ſpent in the alehouſe. 
Whenever the king refuſed what he alked 
for, ſaying be had no money, the ſoldier 
would reply, * Fritz, look into thy lea- 
ther purſe, and ywu will there find ſomę 
few ducats remaining,” | | 
| | This 
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This ſoldier, being one day on guard, 
had a diſpute with his officer, and pre- 
ſented his bayonet, as if he intended to 
ſtab him. The officer cauſed him to be 
arreſted, and the matter was reported to 
the king, who ordered him to be tried 
for the offence. The council of war con- 
demned him to die, andthe ſentence being | 
brought to the king, he figned it without 
faying a word. Every one ſuppoſed he 
would receive the king's mercy, and the 
criminal was himſelf fo much convinced 
of it, that he made no preparations for 
death; andeven tothe very momentof his 
execution, he ſuppoſed, that they meant 
only to puniſh him by fear. However, 
ws was deccived, and executed. 


LI MR 


As Frederick was one day looking out 
of the window, he perceived one of his 
pages taking a pinch of ſru# out of his 


box, which 3 was lying on the table, He | 
| | did 
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24 Cock SCRAPS, 
did not interrupt him; but coming Toon 
after from the window, he ſaid to him, 


AIs that ſnuff-box agreeable to your 


taſte? The page was fo confounded, that 


he knew not what reply to make. Fre- 


derick repeated the queſtion, and the page 

at laſt ſaying, that he thought u a very 
handſome one, „Well then, (ſaid the 
king to him) take it; it is not large 
enough for two.” 


EK 2 A” A 


Frederick would never ſuffer any one 


in his preſence to make uſe of any plea- 


ſantries on his father's memory. He was 
one day told, that there was at Potſdam 
an old invalid, who had ſerved under his 


grandfather Frederick I. The king ſent 


tor him, ſpoke to him concerning his 
grandfather and father, and converſed 
with him a long time. The old man, 


emboldened by this affability, and wil- 


ling to amuſe the king, ſaid to him: 
. * Sire, 
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& Sire, I muſt relate to you a pleaſantry 
of the king your father, when he was 


only prince royal. He went one day 


from Berlin to Potſdam with the prince 
of Deſſau. In the courſe of their jour- 


ney, they met with a ſhepherd, who was 


ſleepingnear his flock, and amuſed them- 


ſelves with cutting off the tails of his 


cows.” —* That cannot be true, faid 
the king, with a ſerious countenance ; / 
and, immediately turning to one of his 


attendants, ** Give this man ten crowns,?? 


ſaid he, and inſtantly retired. 
— RL RL LAN. 


When Frederick rode on horſeback 


through the ſtreets he was always. ſur- © 


rounded by a number of low fellows, 


who played all kinds of monkey tricks. 


Some threw their hats into the air before 
him, making loud huzzas ; ſome patted 
his horſe, and wiped the duſt from his 
boots, crying _ « Good day, Fritz; 
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our worthy Fritz; long live Fritz!” It 
may not be amiſs here to tell our young 
readers, that Fritz is a familiar contrac- 
tion for Frederick. The king often ſuf- 


fered the mob thus to amuſe themſelves. 


for whole hours; and, when he wiſhed 
to get rid of them he would give his horſe 
a ſpur to make him prance, and then 
contented himſelf with laying, Get out 
of the way, when they all retired, and 
left him quietly to take his ride. 


ALI —— 


The king, during his Sileſian reviews, 
had ſeveral times taken up his abode at a 
curate's, without ever having ſeen the 
maſter of the houſe. One day, being in a 
good humour, he ſent for him. 

How do you do, curate?“ faid the 
king on ſeeing him.“ Very badly!“ 


« Well! well! take patience, and you 


will do better in the other world.“ ] 


doubt that much, and even fear of doing 


worſe there.“ How ſo ? Þ will 
tell 
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CHOICE SCRAPS. 27 
tell your majeſty, if you will condeſcend 
to hear me..“ Well, let us hear, let us 
hear.“ I have two daughters, three 
ſons, and a little curacy. I thought I 
ee ſome talents in my boys, and I 


d I am not deceived, I have employed 


all my fortune in their education ; I ſent 


them to ſchools and univerſities, and 


thoſe expences have involved me in debts. 


My children have acquired ſome know- 
ledge ; but they are not yet provided for, 


and 83 cannot return me what I 
have advanced for them. The revenues 
of my curacy, inſtead of increafing, have 


diminiſhed, and I am becoming old, with- 


out ſeeing any hopes of paying my debts. 
Now, ſhould I die without ſatisfying my 
creditors, your majeſty knows, 1 ſhall be 
conſigned to miſery in the next world, 
without pity.” 


«© That is very hard, ed; ( faid the | 


king) but I will relieve you from this un- 


happy ſituation. How much do your 


debts amount to * To eight hundred 


crowns.” “ Iwill pay them, if you can 
| C2 prove 


\ 
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prove to me, that your children are pro- 
perly brought up. In that cafe, I will 
take care of them, and increaſe your in- 
come. But where are your daughters? 
— * always ſend them to town, when 
your majeſty comes here with your reti- 
nue.“ —* Ah, that is acting prudently. 
Let them come and ſee me to-morrow.“ 

The next day, the king had forgotten 
the curate's daughters, who preſented 
themſelves, and inſiſted upon being intro- 
duced, in ſpite of the oppoſition of his 
domeſtics, to whom they, declared, that 
the king had ſent for them. Frederick 
converſed with them a conſiderable time, 
ſent for a milliner, bought them ſeveral 
trifles, and gave to each of them a fmall 
ſum of money. The curate's ſons, who 
were in fact very well brought up, wefe 
put into places, the daughters were pro- 
vided with huſbands, an the king ſaid, 
| Jaughingly, I have made a curate happy 
bath in this world and in the next.” ?? 


One 
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One of Frederick's domeſtics came to 
wait on him, dreſied in an elegant fleſh- 
coloured coat,. he e to pleaſe the 


king by his dreſs, hecauſe that was his 
favourite colour. Frederick pretended 
not to ſee him. The ſervant hereupon 
ſoon perceived his miſtake, ſhipped ont, 


— 


and put on a coat more ſuitable to his 


ſtation. The king then, with great affa- 
bility, ſaid to him, „Tell me, friend, 


who was that coxcomb that appeared at 


dans Souci in a ffeſli- coloured coat? 


1 


Frederick was very fond of children, 


and permitted the ſons of the prince royal, 


who is now the reigning monarch, to have 


free acceſs to him at all times without 


interruption. One day, as he was writing 


in his cabinet, the eldeſt of theſe princes - 


was amuſing himſelf with a battledore 
and ſhuttlecock, the latter of which fell 


on the king's table, when Frederick took 


it up, and threw it to the young prince, 
O3 and 
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and continued writing. The child èon- 


tinued his play, and the fhuttlecock ſoon 
fell again on the table. The king once 


more threw it to the young prince, at the 
fame time giving him an angry look, 


when the little hero promiſed, that no- 
thing of the like kind ſhould happen 
again. At laſt, however, the ſhuttlecock 
fell on the paper upon which Frederick 
was writing, when the king took it up, 
and put it into his pocket. The little 
prince humbly begged pardon, and pray- 
ed him to reſtore him his ſhuttlecock, 
which the king refuſed, He renewed his 
entreaties ; but to no effect. At length, 
wearied with begging, the young prince 
advanced haughtily towards the king, 
and putting his hands on each fide, ſaid, 
in a threatening tone, I inſiſt on know- 
ing whether Jour majeſty will give me 
my ſhuttlecock: anſwer me, yes or no !”? 


The king laughed heartily, and taking 


the ſhuttlecock out of his pocket, return- 


ed it to him, ſaying, Thou art a brave 
youth, they will never take Sileſia from, 
thee.“ 7 Ol 


* . . 
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In one of the catholic churches of Si- 
lefia it was diſcovered, that ſeveral filver 
offerings, which had been made to the 


Virgin Mary, where miſſing. After many 


reſearches, the ſexton obſerved, that a 
ſoldier was always the firſt at divine ſer- 
vice, and was the laſt who left the church. 

An order was made to ſearch his apart- 
ments, were every thing belonging to the 


ſaint was found. However, the ſol- 


dier denied that he had taken any thing, 
and maintained, that having addreſſed the 
holy Virgin in his miſery, ſhe herſelf had 
during the night, brought theſe pieces of 
plate into hts chamber. - Little regard, 
however, was paid to this defence, and 


ne was condemned to receive corporal - 


puniſhment. . 

When the ſentence was ſent to the king 
for confirmation, he ordered the catholic 
prieſts to be aſked, if ſuch a thing, ac- 


cording to the principles of their church, 


could be poſſible? They unanimouſly an- 
ſwered, that miracles at preſent were in- 
deed very rare, but that however they 

. were 
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were nat abſolutely impoſſible. Here- 
upon the king gave the following anſwer 
to the council of war: | 
* The accuſed ſhall not be puniſhed, 

_ finee he perſiſts in denying the robbery, 

and, according to the deciſion of the 
theologians of his church, the miracle he 
alledges to have been performed in his 
favour, is not impeſiible ; but I forbid 
him henceforward to reeeive, under pain 
of the ſevereſt puniſhments, any preſents, 
either from the Virgin Mary, or from 
zny other faint whatever.“ 


Frederick treated his domeſties with 
much kindneſs. During his laſt illneſs, 
happening to wake in the middle of the 
night, he called the domeſtic who was fit- 

ting up in his antichamber, and aſked 
him what o'clock it was. On being an- 
ſwered that it was two, he replied, I 
can ſleep no longer. See if my people 
are awake; but, if they be afleep, do 

not. 
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not waken them, as they muſt be very 
tired. If Neumann, (his huffar of the 
chamber) is awake, only tell him, that 
you believe I ſhall ſoon riſe ; but mind 
that you do not diſturb any perſon.” 
' He generally entered into a diſcourſe 
with the ſervant who ſat up with him; 
and the following is one of thoſe conver- 
{ations during his laſt illneſs, 
„ King. What o'clock is it? 

« Servant, Midnight. 1 

Ning. Ah! 1 cannot ſleep: talk to 
me about ſomething. | 

% Sexy, What can I have te fay to 
your majeſty | I am but a poor ignorant 
man, and know nothing! | 

King. From whence do you come? 

& Serv. From a village of Lower Po- 
merania. 

*« Xing. Are your father and mother 
ſtill living? | | 

Serv. I have only a mother, who is 
very aged. | AS 

* King. What does ſhe live upon? 

« Serv. She ſpins. NG 5 
Ning. 
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King. How much does the earn a- 
: 5 


« Serv. Three - pence halfpenny. 

« King. She cannot live comfortably 
upon that. | 

„% Serv. In my country every thing is 
very cheap. 
5 46 King. But have you not ſent her any 

ing! 

. A few crowns now and then. 

c Ning. You have done well, and are 
an honeſt youth. You have had a great 
deal of trouble with me ; but have pa» 
tience, and, if you behave well, I will 
And out ſomething for you.“ | 
Some days after, it again coming to the 
turn of the Pomeranian to attend the 
. king's perſon, Frederick ſaid to him, 
Go to the window, I have put ſome- 
thing there for you.” There were thirty 
louis d'or. The Pomeranian could not 
ſuppoſe that ſo large a ſum was intended 
for him, and taking only five or ſix of 
them, and opening his hand to ſhew them 
to the king, aſked whether that was what 


he 
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he was to take. No, (replied the king) 
take all, it is for you, and I have ao 
ſent ſomething to your mother,” The 
good ſervant could not reſt till he was in- 


formed what the king had ſent his mo- 


ther, and his joy was inexpreſſible, when 

he found his majeſty had ſettled on her a 

penſion of an hundred crowns. | : 
i f <a | | 


An ecclefiaſtic, named Mylius, found, 


among his father's papers, a promiſſory 


note, to a conſiderable amount, which 
the king had given him while he was 
prince royal. Mylius ſent it to the king, 
with the following letter ; 


ec STRE, OURS 

&© Among my father's papers, I have 
found the encloſed bill. I cannot tell, 
whether it has been through negligence, 
or any other means, that this bill has 
not been cancelled ;. but I leave the mat» 
ter to your majeſty's diſpoſal. The 
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The king anſwered this letter, and ſaid, 
that he very well remembered receiving 
from his father the ſum mentioaed 1n the 
bill; and that if there was any error inthe 
matter, it was but juſt that he ſhould be 


the loſer, He paid the capital with in- 


tereſt. 


- 


PE 


The town of Griefenberg having been 
burned, Frederick rebuilt it. The inha- 
bitants ſent deputies to the king to thank 
him for his bounty, when he replied, It 


is unneceſſary to thank me for this, ſince 


It is my duty to relieve the misfortunes 

of my ſubjects. For that purpoſe was I 

made,” | | 
MAMAS 


A horſe - doctor, who had zealouſly la- 


boured during an epidemical diſorder 
among the cattle, demanded, by way of 
recompenſe, the title of Counſellor of the 


Court. The king granted the petition, 


after effacing the words Counſellor of the 


Court, 
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Court, and ſubſtituting, Counſellor of the 
Stables. | 


A IGG GS IS 


Frederick paſſed a part of the ſummer 
at Sans-ſouci, without an) ſoldiers to 
guard, him, and he ſlept as quietty as if 
he had been ſurrounded by a thouſand 
bayonets. A foreigner, whom the king 
had ſent for, arrives at 5ans-ſouci, knocks 
at the gate, a little man in blue ap- 
proaches with an eaſy and careleſs air to 
open it, and this little man was the king, 


— —ñ—— SI 


Frederick was by no means fond of 
puniſhing his domeſtics, even when he 
found them guilty of the moſt atrocious 
offences. One of theſe people robbed 
him of ten thouſand crowns, which was 
no difficult thing to accompliſh, as the 


king was not diſtruſtful, and careleſsly 
left his money open in his cloſet and other 


places, When he found he had been 
D | robbed, 
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robbed, he ſaid at table, with a great 
ſhare of good humour, that he was ſur- 
rounded with pick- pockets, but made no 
Air in order to diſcover the thief. 

Some days afterwards, one of his old 
domeſtics named the perſon who had 
ſtolen the money, when the king ſaid to 3 
him in a paſſion, . That is not true, and, | 
even if it were, you ought not to ſay it!“ * 
The domeſtic aſſured the king that he | 4 
ſpoke the truth, adding, that the thief ; 
had already carried five thouſand crowns 5 

to Berlin, that the reſt were concealed in 4 
His bed, and that he would go and fetch 
them, if he would pleaſe to give him his 
orders ſo to do. Hold your tongue, 

| (aid the king to him) 1 do not wiſh to q1 
fee nor touch the money, of which this if 
zaſcal has robbed me, and I forbid you . 
to ſay any more to me about it.“ \, 
A week afterwards, the king, taking 
the air, met the thief, who was ſitting at 
eaſe in a carriage. How, villain! 
(laid the king to him) do you ſpend the 
money of which you have robbed me by 
7 riding 
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riding in a coach!“ and then left him. 
The next day, he ſent him back to the 
regiment of huſſars whence he had taken 
him, where he ſtill enjoys the fruits of 
his robbery. | | 


Frederick, having” commanded ſome 
work of an artiſt, and having, waited 2 
long time, ſent for him, and aſked him 
why he had not executed the orders he 
gave him, © Sire, (replied the artiſt) the 
reaſon is, becauſe I have had ſo much to 


do for M. Theſen.““ This was the name 


of one of the king's domeſtics, who had. 
the care of his private caſh. 2 
The king, ſurpriſed at this man's ex- 


travagance, was very deſirous of ſeeiſg 


into the matter himſelf, He watched the 
moment in which Theſen went into a 
houſe he had juſt built near Sans-ſouci, 
and went there on foot. Theſen, who 
by no means expected ſuch a viſit, was. 
obliged to conduct the king through all 
1 the 
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the apartments, with which Frederick 
ſeemed highly charmed, and much ap- 
plauded the taſte of the owner. At laſt, 
he entered a bed-chamber, and, being 
ſtruck with i's uncommon elegance, he 
haſtily aſked who it was lay in that room. 
J, Sir,” replied Jheſen. In going out, 
He met the architect, of whom he in- 


quired how much that houſe had coſt. 


He was anſwered, ſixty-thouſand crowns. 


And where did you get that money?“ 
laid he, turning to Theſen. From. 
. your majeſty's coffer, (replied he, trem- 
bling) but I intend to return it.” The 


king's patience was now. exhauſted, he 
gave him ſome ſtrokes on the ſhoulder 
with his cane, and ſaid, as he was going 
out, Had it not been for that jeſſamy 


apartment, in which the rogue impudent- 
ly preſumes to ſleep, I ſhould have for- 


A 


given him.“ 


The next day, the king ſent for him, 
and ordered him to open the ſtrong box 


in his preſence, when they found in. it 
| | 1 ſeven 


Theſen thought himſelf totally loſt. 
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ſeven or eight hundred louis d'or. 
4“ There, villain! (ſaid the king to him) 

take the reſt; take it, and never let me 


3 fee your face more!“ And this was the 
77 whole of kis puniſhſtent; | HE? 
4 One of the king's old valets de cham- 


7 bre, who was addicted to drinking, often 
came intoxicated into the king's cham- 


ber. When he was abſolutely incapable 
olf doing his duty, the king would make 
* him go out ſoftly at a private door, tel - 
ling him to go to ſleep. He ſhewed this 
A | complaiſance to the poor creature, in or- 
1 der not to expoſe him to the raillery of 
the other domeſtics, and to ſave him the 
4 ſhame of being turned away. The king, 
. the better to keep the matter ſecret, did 
BY not call any other ſeryant to undreſs him. 
j L Lientenant-coloneF de D—, an engi- 
naeer in the French ſervice, came to Potſ- 
RR. D 3 = 
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dam, and brought with him the plans of 

different fortreſſes in his country. Fre- 
derick took him into his ſervice, and the 
colonel thought to pay his court to him, 
by preſenting him with theſe plans, © I 
thank you for your preſent, (ſaid the king 
to him on receiving it) but I forbid 
you to put your foot in any of my for- 
treſſes, ſince you have made ſo bad a uſe 
of your talents. Inſtruct my miners and 
ſappers, and that is all the ſervice I ex- 
pect from you.” Some time after, he 
raiſed him to the rank of colonel ; but 
he was never otherwiſe employed. Fre- 
derick thus made uſe of this ſort of peo- 
ple, without ever repoſing 80 confidence 
in them. 


K Ä SG 


A man aſked the king for a place, and 
was refuſed. A little time aſter, he wrote 
to the king as follows: I am told, Sire, 
that you refuſe me the place 1 aſked. 1 
cannot believe it, for vou owe it me, and 
you would wiſh to be Juſt, Make then 
then 
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then to perform your duty, and clear 
yourſelt of injurious ſujpicions.” 

The king, ſurpriſed at this arrogance, 
ſent for the man, and aſked him what 
right he had to make uſe of ſuch lan- 
guage, and upon what grounds he found- 
ed his pretenſions. The man replied, 
« I found my claims upon the neceſſity I 
am under of not periſhing, which is the 
firſt of all rights, and the moſt ſacred of 
all titles.” Frederick was filent, and 
granted him the place he demanded, 

—— . 
Frederick was very fond of dogs, and 
had always half a dozen Italian grey- 
hounds about him. In every part of his 
cloſet were feen little leather balls for 
them to play with; and, when they were 
ill, he ordered care to be taken of them. 

In his firſt campaigns, he always took 
one of thoſe dogs with him. Being one 
day too far advanced towards the enemy, 
Frederick met a party of their * 

N an 
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and was obliged to conceal himſelf under 
a bridge, where nobody could perceive 
him. His only apprehenſions were, that 
Biche, his little bitch, might bark at the 
horſes, and thereby diſcover him; but 
Biche, as if ſenſible of the ſituation of 
her maſter, couched down near him, 
without making the leaſt noiſe. Soon 
after, the king met Gen. Rothenbourg, 
and preſented Biche to him as his beſt 
friend. ; | | 

At the battle of Soor, Biche was taken 
priſoner with the king's baggage, and 
Gen. Nadaſti made a preſent. of the ani» 
mal to his Iady, who was very unwilling 
to reſign her. The king was buſy wri- 
ting in his chamber when Biche returned. 
Ruthenbourg let her in gently, but ſhe 
immediately leaped on the table, and put 
her forepaws round the neck of his ma- 
jeſty. The king was ſo affected as to 
ſhed tears on the occaſion. When Biche 
died, ſhe was buried in the garden of 
Sans-ſouci, and a monument was erected 
io her memory. The king, even to his 
5 | death, 
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death, was ſurrounded by the numerous 
oſterity of this faithful companion. 
Notwithſtanding this attachment of 
Frederick to dogs, he never ſuffered them 
to do am injury to any one, An officer 
having one morning entered the king's 
apartment, and extending his arm to re- 
ceive a paper from the king, one of theſe 
favourite dogs jumped at the hand of the 
officer, and bit it till the blood came. 
Frederick immediately took his cane, 
broke the dog's back, and threw him out 
of the window. 


r 1b — 


One 22 when the Abel of Brunſ- 
wick was at Potſdam, the king preſented 
Count Scheverin, his grand equerry, with 
a go d ſnnff-box, on the lid of u hich was 

ainted an als. The count had no ſooner 
quitted the king, than he ſent his ſervant 
to Berlin, had the aſs taken Out; and the 


portrait of the king put in its place. 
| The 


— 
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The next day at dinner, the count af- 
fected to leave his box careleſsly on the 
table, when the king, who wiſhed to 
amuſe the ducheſs at the expence of the 
grand equerry, ſpoke of the box he had 
given him. The ducheſs deſired to ſee 
it, it was handed to her, ſhe opened it, 


and exclaimed, © A perfect! a moſt 


ſtriking likeneſs ! indeed, brother, I have 
never feen a better portrait of you!“ 
The king was much embarraſſed, and 
thought the joke was carried too far. 
The ducheſs gave the box to her next 
neighbour, who expreſſed equal admi- 
ration. Thus the box was handed round 
the table, and each expreſſed his appro- 
bation of the likeneſs. The king could 
not conceive what all this could mean, as 
he knew nothing of the alteration it had 
received. At length, the box paſſed 
under the king's inſpection, when he 
inſtantly perceived the trick, and could 
not help laughing. ; | 


A fius 
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A ſtudent in divinity came from Thu- 
x3ngia, his native country, to Berlin, to 
gain a ſubſiſtence by teaching young peo- 
ple. He had quitted his country rather 
than accept a curacy, on the condition of 
marrying a woman whom he did not like. 
His whole fortune amounted to about 
four hundred crowns, which he brought 
with him in pieces of money of his on 
country, called Satzes. Wehn his bag- 
gage was examined at the cuſtom-houſe 


at Berlin, they took from him his batzes  - 


as contraband, becauſe they had been 
ſome years before prohibited by the 
king. He excuſed himſelf by ſaying, 
that he was ignorant of the law ; but 
they paid no attention to what he ſaid, 
and kept the money. | 
After many fruitleſs attempts, he was 
adviſed to addreſs himſelf to the king; 
and the follow ing is the ſtudent's own re- 
lation of this matter: | | 
J drew up a memorial, made a fair 
copy of it, and ſet out for Potſdam, recom- 
mending myſelf to God, and without 
having 
3 15 5 
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not repent of taking our advice.“ 
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having a farthing in my pocket. It was 
there I had, for the firſt time, the happi- 
neſs of ſeeing this great monarch. He 
was on, the parade, before the palace, em- 
ployed in exerciſing his ſoldiers. When 
the exerciſe was over, he went into the 
garden, and the ſoldiers retired to their 
quarters. Four officers remained on the 
parade, where they walked up and down. 

I was ſo troubled, that I knew not 


how to act. At laſt, I took my papers 


out of my pocket, which were my me- 
mortal, two atteſtations, and a paſſport 


from Thuringia. The officers perceiving 


theſe papers, and my uneaſineſs, came to 
me, and aſked me what letters I had there. 
I communicated the contents of them, 
with a great deal of pleaſure, to theſe 
gentlemen; and, after they had read 
them, they told me, they would give me 
the beſt advice. © The king is to-day 
(laid they) in a very good humour, fol- 
low him into the garden, and you will 


1 


wa could 
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& ] could not conſent to it; but one 
took me by the arm, and the other by the 
ſhoulder, and forced me along, ſaying, 
< Come ! come into the garden!” As 
ſoon as we had entered, they ſought for 
the king. He. was talking to the gar- 
deners, and ſtooping, with his back to- - 
wards us, to look at ſome plants. The 
_ officers then ordered me to ſtop, and made 
me perform the following exerciſe. 


Put your hat under your left arm. 
Advance your right foot. 
« Thruſt out your cheſt, .- 
« Hold up your head. 

„Take your papers out of your pocket. 
& Raiſe them with the right hand. 
Continue in that attitude. 


“They then left me, turning about 
frequently to ſee if I kept my poſition. 
I clearly perceived, that they meant to 
make themſelves merry at my expence; 
but I was ſo much frightened, that I re- 
mained immoyeable as a ſtatue, The of 

Fe | = Acer 
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| ficers had proceeded but a little way in 
the zarden, when the king turned round, 
and perceived my immoveable figure. 
He caſt a look at me, which ſeemed like 
the rays of the ſun. He lent a gardener 
to take my papers, and when he received 
them, he ſtruck into another walk, and I 
loſt fight of him, | 

«A few moments after, he again ap- 
peared with the papers open in his left 
hand, and he made a ſign for me to ap- 
proach him. I took courage, and ad- 
vanced towards him. Oh! with what 
kindneſs did he ſpeak to me! 

% My dear Thuringian, (ſaid he to 
me) you are come to Berlin to ſeek a live- 
lihood by teaching young people, and the 
cuſtom-houle officers have taken from you 
all your Thuringian money. It is true, 
that the bZatzes are forbidden in my do- 
minions ; but the cuſtom-houſe othcers 
ſhould have ſaid to you: “Lou are a 
ſtranger, and ignorant of the prohibition, 
We are going to ſeal up your little bag: 
take it back, and get other money for it 
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in Thuringia; but it was ill done in them 
to take it. Make yourſelf eaſy, you 
Mall have your money returned with 
intereſt, Yet, my friend, it is bad to be 
out of bread in Berlin, for the Berliners 
give nothing. Before you have made 
proper acquaintances, your money will 
be all gone.” | 

I was ſo troubled, that it was ſome 
moments before my words could find ut- 
terance. 'The king walked on a few ſteps, 
and then made a fign for me to follow 
him. I approached, and having recover- 
ed myſelf a little, I was able to anſwer 
Him ſuch queſtions as he put to me, He 
then aſked me where I was edueated, 
what had been the nature of my ſtudies, 
and who were my maſters. I gave him 
fuch anſwers as ſeemed perfectly to ſatisfy 
him. | 
« We continued to converſe in the 
moſt familiar manner till the clock ſtruck 
one, when the king ſaid, I muſt go; 
j they wait for me at dinner.“ In going 
out of the garden, I ſaw nothing more of 
5 E 3 the 
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the four officers, nor were they on the 
parade; but had joined the king. I re- 
mained on the parade. It was twenty- 
ſeven hours ſince J had eaten any thing, 
and {i had not even a halfpenny to buy 
me a piece of bread, after having walk- 
ed eight leagnes on foot, over ſands, in 
very hot weather. | 

„ was in this ſorrowful ſituationg 
when a hutiar came upon the parade, and 
aſked me, if I were not the perſon who 
had that morning ſpoken to the king in 
the garden. I informed him T was, when 
he conducted me into a large room, in 
which were pages, footmen, and huflars. 
My conductor then led me to a table well 
ſerved, and a cover for me. He preſent- 
ed me with a chair, and ſaid, © The 
king has ordered you this dinner, and has 
bidden mie to tell you to eat heartily, 


without taking” notice of any one, I 


have alſo orders to attend you,” | 
I knew not what to think of all this; 

I was unwilling that the king's huſſar 
ſhould wait upon me, and entreated 
| him 
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him to fit down by me; but finding that 
J could not perſuade dim, I took my re- 


ſolution, and began my meal with a good 


appetite. After the deſert, the hufſar 


took what remained on the plates, wrap- 


ped them up in paper, and made me put 


them into my pocket. 
„ When my little cover was removed, 

J ſaw a ſecretary enter, who returned me 
my papers, with a letter addreſſed to the 
cuſtom-houſe, and who counted me down 
on the table five ducats and a louis- d'or, 
which the King gave me to take me back 
to Berlin. The ſecretary then conducted 
me to the door of the caſtle, where I ſaw 
a chariot and fix horſes. He made me 
get into it, and then ſaid to the drivers, 


- & The king orders yon to conduct this 


ung man to Berlin, and to take nothing 
of him, if he ſhould offer you nog to 
Arinke . .T- thanked the ſecretary, n 
off I went... 

« When we were arrived at ROD my 


firſt and moſt preſſing buſineſs was to car- 
| ry wy letter to the cuſtom-houſe officers, 


"#2 who 


. 
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who had treated me fo uncivilly. The 
principal opened it, reddened, then grew 
pale, and laid not a word, but gave it to 
another, who put on his ſpectacles, read 
the letter, and gave it to a third, without 
pronouncing a hng'e word. At length, 
the third perſon told me to approach, and 
write a receipt, purporting, that I had 
received the money without any deduc- 
tion, amounting to four hundred crowns 
of Bradenbourg ſpecie for my batzes of 
Thuringia. Ihe ſum was counted out 
to me, and a ſervant was then called, 
who was ordered to follow me to the ſign 
of the Swan, the inn at which I had 
lodged, and there pay whatever I owed. 
They gave him twenty-four crowns for 
that purpoſe, ordering him to return for 
more ſhould he not find that ſufficient. 
— Fhlus it was that the king returned me, 
as he had graciouſly promiſed, my mo- 
ney with intereſt.“ | 


A young 


1 


5 


CHOICE SCRAPS. 55 


A young lady of Hohendorff, who 


was very lively and handſome, waited for 
the king at a place where he was to change 


horſes, and prayed him to procure her ad- 
miſſion into a convent, Frederick charm- 


ed with her vivacity and frankneſs, re- 


plied, My dear, you are not fit for a 
nun; you muſt have a huſband !?—< 1 
am but a poor girl, (ſaid ſhe) and no one 


comes to court me, becauſe I have no 


fortune.“ “ Oh! if that be all, (repli- 
eld the king) I will ſettle that matter!“ 
The king immediately alked a provincial 


counſellor then preſent, if he were mar- 


ried; to which the counſellor replied that 
he was. He then repeated the promiſe he 
had made to the young lady, and ſhe re- 


turned home perfectly ſatisfied. Some 


time after, the king ſent her a thouſand 
crowns, accompanied with a letter, in 
which he aſfured her he would make her 
a more conſiderable preſent as ſoon as ſhe 
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A poor officer's widow, who was very 
infirm, having implored the aſſiſtance of 
Frederick, he anſwered her: I feel for 
your infirmities and poverty, Why did 


you not addreſs yourſelf ſooner to me? 


Indeed, there is no penſion vacant at pre- 
ſent ; but you muſt be taken care of, as 
your huſband was a brave man, whoſe 
loſs J ſincerely regret. I will every day 
retrench a diſh at my table, which will 
make a ſaving of three hundred and ſixty- 


five crowns; and that ſum, you may de- 


pend upon it, ſhall be paid to you the firſt 
of next month, and continued till a pen- 
fion ſhall be found for you; and I have 
given orders, that the firſt which ſhall be- 
come vacant, ſhall be given to you.” 


EG DOG „ 


A colonel of the king's ſuit, who had 
2 great many children, was obliged to 


contract debts, The king, ſceing him 


one day very melancholy and penſive, 
{aid to him, “ You are always uneaſy: 
| what 
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what is the matter with you? Among 
friends, there ſhould be no ſecrets.” Then, 
without giving him time to reply, „1 

know (continued the king) that you owe 
two thouſand crowns.” Frederick im- 
medliately turned towards a table that 
ſtood near him, and taking off it a purſe 
of louis, he gave them to the colonel, ſay- 
ing, Take that to pay your debts.“ 
He then gave him another purſe ; “ and 
that (added he) will contribute to keep 
you out of debt in future.“ | 


„ IM 


A chaplain of a regiment was a great 
favourite of the king, wha uſed to take a 
pleaſure in joking with him. Frederick 
one day met him, and aſked him where 
he bad been. The chaplain replied, + Ta 

ſec a ſick man. Ah! my friend, (ſaid 
the king to him) do me the favour to go 
and viſfit my horſe which is ſick.“ 
4 With all my heart!“ replied the prieſt, 
He accordingly went to the ſtable, and 
I XK -,2> : rea 
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aſked to ſee the horſe on which the king 
generally rode. The animal was brought 
to him, and he gave directions to the 
groom in what manner he was to treat. 
him. After this he preſented to the clerk 
of the ſtables a bill, in which he made 
the king debtor to him in one hundred 
crowns, for a viſit paid to his majeſty's 
horſe, and for medical advice. The clerk 
fent the bill to the king, who, knitting 
his brows, faid, Good, for this time. 
Pay the bill; but henceforward I diſpenſe 
with his viſits.” Thus the prieſt got the 


hundred crowns ; but Frederick {poke 


no more to him afterwards, 
— LL 


Frederick conſidered diſeipline andſub- 
ordination as a moſt eſſential matter in 
the conduct of an army. However ſen- 
ſible his feelings of humanity were, yet, 
in order to preſerve ſtrict diſcipline, he 
ſometimes acted with a degree of ſeve- 
rity, that would appear cruel in the —_ 

| ; 5 
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of many people. When he was once per- 
ſuaded of the neceſſity of a thing, and 
be had formed his plan, he ſtifled in hg 
foul all thoſe emotions of tenderne 
which might ſtop their.execution, 


End dS — — 


In the firſt war of Sileſia, the king be- 
ing deſirous of making, in the night 
time, ſome alterations in his camp, for- 
bid, under pain of death, to keep, after 
a certain hour, either fire or candle hurn- | 
ing in the tents. He went round the {4 
camp bhimſelf, to ſee that his orders were | 
obeyed ; and, as he paſſed by Captain 
Zietern's camp, he perceived a light. He 
entered, and found the captain ſealing a 
letter, which he had juſt finiſhed, and 
was written to his wife, whom he tender- 
ly loved. What are you doing there? 
(Had the king) Do not you know the or- 

rs? Zietern threw himſelf at his feet, 
and begged mercy , but he neither could 
nor attempted to deny his fault.“ Sit 

| down, 
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down, (ſaid the king to him) and add a 
few words which I ſhall dictate.” The 
gfficer obeyed, and the king dictated 2 

To-morrow I ſhal!l-periſh on a icat- 
fold,” Zietern wrote it, and he was 


executed the next day. 
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PART THE SECOND. 


ANCIENT ANECDOTES. 
CYRUS. 


CT HEN Cyrus had attained the age 


of twelve years, his mother Man- 


dane took him with her into Medea, to 
pay a viſit to his grandfather Aſtyages. 
The many extraordinary accounts that 
king had received of the genius and viva- 
city of the young prince, had given him a 
ſtrong inclination to ſee him, Cyrus 

F found 
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found the manners and cuſtoms of the 
Median court yery different from thoſe of 
his own country ; for, in the fotmer, 
ſumptuous feaſts, and every ſpecies of 
luxury and magnificence, were the reign- 
ing principles. Cyrus charmed his grand» 


father by his innocent ſallies, which were 


replete with vivacity and wit, and cap- 


tivated every heart by his noble and en- 


gaging manners. | | 
- Aſtyages, in order to inſpire his grand- 
ſon with the deſire of not returning to 
his own eountry, prepared a ſumptuous 
feaſt, in which all the ſtudied refinements 
of luxury were exhauſted. Cyrus viewed 
all this pomp and parade with an eye of 
indifference, and when Aſtyages appeared 
ſurpriſed at ſuch a conduct, The Per- 
fians (ſaid the young prince) inſtead of 
taking ſuch a round-about courſe to ſa- 
tisfy their hunger, arrive at the ſame end 
by a much ſhorter and direct road: a bit 
of bread, and a fey creſſes, anſwer the 
ſame purpoſes,” | i 


His 
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His grandfather having given him leave 
to diſpoſe, according to his own inclina- 
tions, of the proviſions which had been 
ſerved up, he diſtributed them immedi- 
ately to the king's officers ; to one, be- 
cauſe he learned him to mount a horſe ; 
to a ſecond, becauſe he ſerved Aſtyages 
properly; and to a third, becauſe he took 
great care of his mother. Sacas, the 
| king's cup-bearer, was the only one to 

whom he did not give any thing, 

This officer, befides the charge of cup- 
bearer, had that of introducing to the 
king ſuch perſons as were to be admitted 
to an audience; and, as it was not poſſi- 
ble for him to grant that favour to Cyrus 
ſo often as he aſked it, he had the misfor- 
tune to diſpleaſe the young prince, who 
took this opportunity of ſhewing his re- 
ſentment. | 
Aſtyages could not help feeling him- 
ſelf hurt on this occaſion, as it was an 
affront given to an officer, whom he par- 
ticularly eſteemed, and who merited his 
notice, from his care and agility in per- 
Wes © > forming 
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forming his office. Is nothing more 
required, - father, (anſwered Cyrus) to 
obtain your favour thin gracefully hand- 
ing the cup to you? If ſo, I ſhall ſoon ob- 
tain it, for you ſhall preſently ſee, that I 
can ſerve you better than he does.“ The 


little Cyrus was immediately equipped as 


a cupbearer; headvanced witha grave and 
ſerious air, his napkin being thrown over 
his ſhoulders, and holding the cup in a 
delicate manner. He prelented it to the 
king with a dexterity and grace that 
charmed Aſtyages and Mandane ; and, 
when that was done, he threw his arms 
round his grandfather's neck, and kiſſing 
him, joyfully exclaimed, ** O Sacas! poor 
Sacas ! you are loſt ; for I ſhall have your 
place!“ | 

Aſtyages very tenderly careſſed him, 
and ſaid to him, * I am perfectly ſatis- 
fied, my ſon, ſince no perſon could have 
ſerved me better; but you have omitted 
one efſential part of the ceremony, which 
was to taſte the liquor,” It was the cuſ- 
tom of every cup-bearer, to pour ſome of 

| the 
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the liquor into his left hand, and to taſte 
it before he preſented the cup to the 
prince. * It was not through forgettul- 
neſs, (replied Cyrus) that I omitted that 
part of the bufineſs.“ “ From what 
cauſe then?“ ſaid Aſtyages. It was be- 
cauſe I apprehended that liquor was pots 


ſon.”*—*<< Poiſon! (exclaimed Aſtyages) 


how can that be?“ “ Yes, father, poi- 
. fon; for it is not long ſince, that you 
gave a grand entertainment to the great 
lords of your court, and J obſerved, that 
after they had drank a little of that liquor 
the heads of all the company were turned. 
One roared out, another ſung, and all 
talked an unintelligible jargon. Even 
you ſeemed to forget that you were king, 
and they, that they were your ſubjects. 
At laſt, when you attempted to dance, 
vou could not ſupport yourſelf on your 

legs.“ —“ What, (ſaid Aſtyages) has the 
ſame thing never happened to your fa- 
ther ?—* Never, (replied Cyrus) for 
when we are dry, we drink, and when 
our thirſt is ſatisfied, we drink no more. 
| F'3 This 
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This is a uſeful leſſon to the riſing ge- 

. . i 
neration, and highly worthy of reflec- 
tion and imitation. 


WIG SIRI RS 
Solon and Craſus. 
Crœſus, king of Lydia, having ex- 


preſſed an extraordinary inclination to ſee 
Solon, that philoſopher repaired to Sardis 
to pay him a viſit. The firſt time he was 
preſented, the king received him ſeated 
on his throne, and dreſſed on purpoſe in 
his moſt ſumptuous robes ; but Solon ap- 
peared not the leaſt aſtoniſhed at the fight. 
of ſuch a glare of magnificence. 

. « My tmend, (ſaid Crœſus to him) 
Fame has every where reported thy wiſ- 
dom. I know you have ſeen many coun- 
tries; but have you ever ſeen. a perſon 
drefled ſo magnificently as I am? — 
6« Yes, (replied Solon) the pheaſants and 
peacocks are drefled more magnificently, 


becauſe their brilliant apparel is the gilt 
| 0 
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of nature, without their taking any 
thought or pains to adorn themſelves.” 
Such an unexpected anſwer very much 


ſurpriſed Crœius, who ordered his officers _ 


to open all his treaſures, and ſhew them 
to Solon, as allo all his rich furniture, and 
whatever was magnificent in his palace. 
He then ſent tor him a ſecond time, and 
aſked him, if he had ever ſeen a man 
more happy than he was. Yes, (re- 


plied Solon) and that man was Tellus, a 


citizen of Athens, who lived with an un- 
blemiſhed character in a well- regulated 


republic. He left two children much re- 


ſpected, with a moderate fortune for their 
{ubſiſtence, and at iaſt had the happineſs 
to dic ſword in hand, after naving ob- 


tained a victory for his country. The 


Athenians have erected a monument to 
his memory on the ſpot where he fell, and 
have otherwite paid him great honours.” 

Crœſus was no lets aftonifhe? at this 
than at the firſt anſwer, and began to 
think Solon was not perfectly right in his 
lenſes, 5 Well, (continued Crœſus) who 


is 


% 
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is the next happy man to Tellus? 
% There were formerly (replied Solon) 
two brothers, the one named Cleobis, and 
the other Byton. They were ſo robuſt, 
that they always obtained the prize in 
every ſort of combat, and perfectly loved 
each other. One feaſt day, when the 
Prieſteſs of Juno, their mother, for whom 
they had the moſt tender affeEtion, was to 
go to the temple to ſacrifice, the oxen that 
were to draw her thither did not come in 
time. Cleobis and Byton herevpon faſ- 
tened themſelves to her carriage, and in 
that manner drew her to the temple. All 
the matrons in raptures congratulated their 
mother on having brought two ſuch ſons 
into the world. Their mother, pene- 
trated with emotions of the ſtrongeſt joy 
and gratitude, fervently prayed the god- 
deſs, that ſhe would beſtow on her ſons 
the beſt gift ſhe had to confer on mortals. 
Her prayers were heard; for, aſter the 
facrifice, the two ſons fell aſleep in the 


| temple, - ade" neyer afterwards awoke. 
5 Thus 
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Thus they finiſned their lives by a tran- 
quil and peaceful death.“ 

. Creefus could no longer conceal his 
rage. What then, (ſaid he) do you 
not even place me among the number of 
happy people?“ ““ O king of the Ly- 
dians, (replied Solon) you poſſeſs great 
riches, and are maſter of a great multi- 
tude of people; but life is liable to ſo 
many changes, that we cannot preſume to 
decide on the felicity of any man, until 
he has finiſhed his mortal career.“ 


The Chewalier Bayard. MPC? 
The town of Breſſe having revolted > 


againſt the French, who had been maſters 
of it ſince the battle of Aignadei, was 


attacked, taken, and ſacked, with an al- 


moſt unexampled fury. The Chevalier 
Bayard, who was wounded at the begin- 
ing of the action, was carried to the houle 
of a perſon of quality, whom he com- 

| . 
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- forted by hisdiſcourſe, and protected from 
the fury of the conquerors, by placing at 
the door two ſoldiers, whom he indemni- 
fied with a gift of eight hundred crowns, 
in lieu of the plunder they might lofe by 
their attendance at his door. | 

The impatience of Bayard to join the 
army, without conſidering the ſtate of his 
wound, which was by no means healed, 
determined him to depart. The miſtreſs 
of the houſe then threw herſelf at his 
knees, ſaying, The rights of war make 
you maſter of our lives and our poſſeſ- 
ions, and you have ſaved our honour, 
z We hope, however, from your accuſtom- 
ed generoſity, that you will not treat us 
with ſeverity, and that you will be pleaſed 
to content yourſelf with a preſent more 
adapted to our circumſtances than to our 
ſenile of gratitude.” At the ſame time 
ſhe preſented him . a ſmall box full 
of ducats. 

Bayard, ſmiling, ed her how many 
the box contained. Two thouſand five 
hundred, my lord! (anſwered the lady 

trembling) 
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4rembling) but if thoſe will not ſatisfy 
you, we will employ all our efforts to 


raiſe more.” —* No, madam, (replied 


the Chevalier) I do not want money. The 
care you have taken of me more than am- 
ply. repays the ſervices I have done you. 
I aſk nothing but your friendſhip, and J 
conjure you to accept of mine.” ö 
So ſingular a mark of moderation gave 
the lady more ſurpriſe than joy. She 
again threw herſelf at the feet of the 
Chevalier, and proteſted ſhe would never 


riſe till he had accepted of that mark of - 


her gratitude. © Since yqu will have it 


fo, (replied Bayard) I will not refuſe it: 


but may I not have the honour to ſalute 
your daughters? As ſoon as they enters 
ed, he thanked them for their kindneſs in 
amuſing him with their company. 1 


ſhould be glad (ſaid he) to have it in my 
power to convince you of my gratitude; 
t we ſoldiers are ſeldom poſſeſſed of 


jewels worthy the acceptance of your ſex. 
Your, amiable mother has preſented me 
with / two thouſand five hundred ducats ; 
ED I make 
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T make a preſent to each of you of one 
thouſand fora part of your marriage por- 
tion. Tae remaining five hundred I give 
to the poor ſufferers of this town, and I 
beg you will take on yourſelves the dif- 
tribution,” e 


Pautbea. 


Among the priſoners of war, whom 
the army of Cyrus had taken after the de- 
feat of the Aflyrians, was a young prin- 
ceſs of ſingular beauty, whom they re- 
ſerved for the king. Her name was Pan- 
thea, the wife of Abradates, king of Su- 


ſiana. 
When Cyrus was informed of her 


beauty, he refuſed to ſee her, fearing, 


as he ſaid, leſt ſuch an object ſnould at- 
tach him cloſer than he wifhed, and per- 
vert him from the great deſigns he had 
formed. Araſpes, a young Median lord, 
who had the care of her, was not 1o ap- 
prehenſtve of his own weakneſs, and aſ- 
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ſerted, that a man may, if he pleaſes, be* 
always maſter of himſelf. 

Cyrus gave him freſh advice, in re- 
committing to his cuſtedy the care of 
that princeſs. **I have ſeen (ſaid he) 
many people, who were very confident of 
their own reſolutions, but have neverthe- 
leſs fallen a victim, in ſpite of themſelves, 
to the violent paſſion of love, and have 


at laſt with ſhame and grief confeſſed, 


that love was a tyrant from whom they . 
could not get free, and a bondage more 
difficult to be broken than the ſtrongeſt 
forged chains.“ —* Fear nothing from 
my conduct, (replied Araſpes) I am maſ- 


ter of myſelf, and I promife you on my 


life, that I will do nothing contrary to 

my duty.” His paſſion, however, lighted 

up by degrees for this young princeſs, till 

it gained ſuch an aſcendancy over him, 

that, finding her invincibly oppoſed to 

his defires, he was on the point of form- 

ing a dangerous deſign againſt the prin- 

-ceſs, Panthea at laſt found means of 
communicating her danger to Cyrus, who 

G imme- 
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immediately ſent Artabaſus to bring 
Araſpes to him. 

That officer ſpoke to Araſpes in the ſe- 
vereſt language, and reproached him for 
his fault in ſuch a manneras almoſt drove 
him to deſpair. His grief at length 
burſt forth in tears, and he remained 
motionleſs, loaded with ſhame and fear, 
and believing himſelf loſt. Cyrus ſoon 
afterwards ſent for him, when Araſpes 
approached him fearful and trembling. 
The king took him into a private apart- 
ment, and, inſtead of receiving the re- 
proaches he expected, he ſpoke to him 
with clemency, acknowledging that he 
himſelf had done wrong, in having im- 
prudently ſhut him up with ſo invincible 
an enemy. 

Such unexpected kindneſs gave life and 
ſpeech to the young lord; confufion, joy, 
and gratitude, were viſible in the tears 
that flowed in abundance down his cheeks. 
« Ah! I now ſee, (ſaid he) that IJ have 
two ſouls, one of which direct me to vir- 
tue, and the other to vice. The firſt tri- 

| | umphs 
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© umphs when you come to my aſſiſtance, 
and give me advice; but I give way to 
the other, and am conquered when left to 
myſelf.” He very amply made amends 
for his fault, and did conſiderable ſervice 
to Cyrus, by going over to the Aſſyrians 
as a ſpy, under pretence of having been 
ill- treated by Cyrus. | 
The loſs of ſo brave an officer (for it 

was ſuppoſed that he had deſerted to the 
enemy out of diſguſt) was regretted by 
the whole army. Panthea, who ſuppoſed 
herſelf the cauſe of this deſertion, pro- 
miſed Cyrus ta replace him by another 
officer of no leſs merit; and this was her 
huſband Abradates. In fact, as ſoon as 
her huſband received her letter, he re- 
pairedto the Perſian camp with two thõu- 
ſand horſe, and was immediately conduct- 
ed to the tent of Panthea, who related to 
him, ſnedding at the ſame time a torrent 
of tears, with what kindneſs and wiſdom 
his generous conqueror had treated her. 
“And how (anſwered Abradates) ſhall I 1 
be able properly to acknowledge ſuch a 
7. kindneſs ??? 
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kindneſs? “ In conducting yourſelf to- 
wards him, (replied Panthea) as he has 
towards me.“ 
Abradates went immediately in ſearch 
of Cyrus, and kiſſed the hand of his ge- 
nerous benefactor. * You ſee before you 
(ſaid he) the moſt affectionate friend, | 
the moſt devoted ſervant, the moſt |; 
faithful ally, that you have ever experi- ; 
enced, who, knowing no other way of 
teſtifying his gratitude, freely offers him- 
ſelf entirely to your ſervice.” Cyrus re- 
ceived him with an air of nobleneſs and 
grandeur, and at the ſame time with ſuch 
kindneſs and civility, as gave him a ſuf- 
ficient proof, that every thing Panthea 
had as him of the wonderful character 
of this prince, was far ſhort of what he 
merited. | | 
Cyrus, ſoon after, made preparations 
for the famous battte of Thrymbœa, and 
gave the command of the armed chariots 
to that prince. As Abradates was going 
to put on his cuiraſs, which was only of 


quilted linen, according to the IN 
; 18 
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his nation, Panthea, his wife, came and 


preſented him with a helmet, braces and 
bracelets, all of pure gold, with a coat 
of armour ornamented with feathers. She 
had prepared this armour unknown to her 
huſband, in order to increaſe his ſurpriſe. 
In ſpite of all her efforts to conceal her 


emotions, as ſhe put on his armour, ſhe 


could not avoid dropping a tender tear 
but, notwithſtanding her tenderneſs for 
her huſband, ſhe exhorted him rather to 
die ſword in hand, than not ſignalize 
himſelf in a manner ſuitable to his birth, 
and to thoſe ideas with which ſhe had 
endeavoured to inſpire Cyrus in his fa- 
vour.“ “ O [upiter ! (exclaimed Abra- 
dates, in raiſing his eyes towards heaven) 
grant that I may on this occaſion appear 


worthy of being the huſband of Panthea, 


and of the friendſliip of ſo generous a 
benefactor !'** Having thus ſpoken, he 
mounted his car. Panthea, finding him 
no longer within the reach of her em- 
braces, even wiſhed to kiſs the chariot 
that carried him; and, after having pur- 
| | G2 ſued 
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ſued him as far as poſſible with her cyes, 
ſhe retired. 
The battlecommenced, and Abradates 
eriormed prodigies of valour ; but un- 
tortunately his chariot being overturned, 
he and his followers were ſlain. Judge 


What muſt be the fituation of Panthea 


when news was brought her of the death 
of her huſband! Having cauſed his body 
to be brought to her, ſhe reclined her 
head on his knees, and ſtedfaſtly fixed on 
the ſorrowful object, ſhe determined there 


to feaſt her eyes with the diſmal and 


bloody ſpectacle, till death ſhould put a 
period to her grief. „ 
Cyrus no ſooner heard of her ſituation, 


than he haſtened immediately to her, mix- 


ed his tears with thoſe of the unfortunate 
Panthea, did every thing he could to con- 

ſole her, and gave orders to bury the de- 
eeaſed prince with extraordinary honours, 


Scarcely was Cyrus retired, than Pan- 


thea, finking under the exceſs of grief, 

fheathed a poinard in her boſom, and fell 

dead on her huſband, On the ſpot my 
| this 
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this melancholy event happened, a ſump- 
tuous monument was erected, which was 
preſerved for ſome ages. 


The Revenge of a great Soul. 


"Demetrius Poliorcetes, who had done 
ſingular ſervices for the people of the city 
of Athens, on ſetting out for a war in 
which he was engaged, left his wife and 
children to their protection. He loſt the 
battle, and was obliged to ſeek ſecurity 
for his perſon in flight. He doubted not, 
at firſt, but that he ſhould find a ſafe aſy- 
lum among his good friends the Atheni- 
ans; but thoſe ungrateful people refuſed 
to receive him, and even ſent back to him 
his wife and children, under pretence 
that they might probably not be ſafe in 
Athens, where the enemy might come and 
take them. 8 

This conduct pierced the heart of De- 
metrius; for nothing is ſo affecting to an 
| honeſt 
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honeſt mind, as the ingratitude of thoſe 
we love, and to whom we have done fin- 
gular ſervices. Some time afterwards, 
this prince recovered his affairs, and came 
with a large army to lay fiege to Athens. 
The Athenians, perſuaded that they had 
no pardon to expect from Demetrius, de- 
termined to die ſword in hand, and paſ- 
ſed a decree, which condetwned to death 
thoſe who ſhould firſt propoſe to ſurren- 
der to that prince ; but they did not re- 
collect, that there was but little corn in 
the city, and that they would in a ſhort 
time be in want of bread, 

Want ſoog made them fenkblo of their 
error, and, after having ſuffered hunger 
for a long time, the moſt reaſonable 
among them ſaid, ** It would be better 
that Demetrius ſhould kill us at once, 
than for us to die by the lingering death 
of famine ; perhaps he will have pity on 
our wives and children.” They then 
opened to him the gates of the city. 
Demetrius, having taken poſſeſſion of 
the city, ordered, that all the married 


man 
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men ſhould aſſemble in a ſpacious place 
appointed for the purpoſe, and that the 
ſoldiery, ſword in hand, ſhould ſurround 
them. Cries and lamentations were then 
heard from every quarter of the city, 
women embracing their huſbands, chil- 
dren their parents,and all taking an eter- 
nal farewel of each other, 

When the married men were all thus 
collected, Demetrius, for whom an eleva- 
ted ſituation was provided, reproached 
them for their ingratitude in the moſt feel - 
ing manner, inſomuch that he himſelf 
could not help ſhedding tears. Demetrius 
for ſome time remained filent, while the 
Athenians expected, that the next words 
he uttered would be to order his ſoldiers 
to maſſacre them all. 

It is hardly poſſihle to ſay what muſt 
have been their ſurpriſe, when they heard 
that good prince lay, «I wiſh to con- 
vince you how ungenerouſly you have 
treated me ; . for it was not to an enemy 
you have refuſed aſſiſtance, but toa prince 
who loved yon, who ſtill loves you, and 
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who wiſhes to revenge himſelf only by 
granting your pardon, and by being ſtill - 
your friend. Return to your own homes: 
while you have been here, my ſoldiers 
have been filling your houſes with pro- 
viſions.“ | YO 


Bias the Philoſopher. 


Some pirates, being one day cruizing 
near Meſſina, in the Peloponneſus, took 
ſeveral young girls, whom they carried 
to Priena for ſale. Bias bought them, 
took them home with him, and treated 
them as his own children ; he made pre- 
ſents to them all, and ſent them back to 
their parents. This action acquired him 
ſo much reputation, that numbers of 
people called him the Prince of Philo- 
Jophers, | 


ix 
To 
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Solon and T hales, 


Solon, being on a viſit to the philoſo- 
pher Thales at Miletus, the firſt thing he 
ſaid to him was, that he was aſtoniſhed 
he had never thought of marrying and 
having children. Thales made no imme- 
diate reply ; but, ſome days afterwards, 
bribed a ſtranger to ſay that he was come 
from Athens, and had left it not more 
than ten days. - N 

Solon firſt aſked him, if he had heard 
any news at the time of his leaving Athens. 
The ſtranger, who had been properly 
taught his leſſon, replied, that he knew of 
nothing particular, except the death of a 
young man, whoſe funeral was accompa- 
nied by all the city ; becauſe, as they 
ſaid, he was the ſon of a great perſonage, 
and the. moſt honeſt citizen, and who 
had been a long time abſent from home. 

„Ah! (interrupted Solon) how un- 
fortunate mult be that poor father! But, 
what was his name ?” I have heard it 

- very 
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very often, (replied the ſtranger) but his 
name has at preſent eſcaped me. I only 
remember, that they ſpoke of nothing 
but of his juſtice and wiſdom.” Thus 
every anſwer increaſed the fears of Solon, 
who began to be exceedingly uneaſy. At 
laſt he mentioned his own name to the 
ſtranger, and aſked him if the deceaſed 
youth was not the ſon. of Solon. The 
ſtranger having replied, 4 That was his 
name.” Solon began to beat his head, 
and to do and ſay all thoſe extrayagant 
8 which deſpair is accuſtomed to in- 
pire. x 
Thales then took him by the hand, and 
burſting out into a laughter, ſaid to him, 
& Solon, what has prevented me from 
marrying and having children is what has 
Juſt happened to you, and has made you 
ſo wretched, though you are ſo great a 


\ philoſopher, and ſo valiant a champion 


but conſole yourſelf, for the news you 
have juſt now heard has no foundation 
in truth.“ „ | 


Alcibiades | 
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Alcibiades and Socrates. 


Alcibiades, one day boaſting of his 
riches, and the great extent of his poſ- 
ſeſſions, Sogrates Jed him to a geographical 
chart, and aſked him in what part Attica 
was placed. It took up but a tmall fpot 
in the map, and little more than a point. 
Socrates then defired him to fhew him all 


his vaſt poſſeſſions on that map ; but he 


replied, They are too ſmall to be placed 
in a general map.“ —“ See, then, (re- 
marked Socrates) what you make ſuch a 
boaſt of, and in what you pride yourſelf 
ſo much, is but an imperceptible point of 
earth.“ 5 N 
3 i 
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The Virtuous Heroine. 


The duke of Anjou, brother of Henry 
the Third, going into the Low Countries 
to the aſſiſtance * the Confederates a- 


gainſt 


1 
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gainſt the Spaniards, had in his army one 
Capt. Pont, who had his quarters in the 
village of Becourt, at the houſe of a rich 
farmer, whoſe name was John Millet, 
and who had three ſine daughters. The 
oldeſt, to whom the management of the 
| houſe was entruſted, paid great attention 
to the captain, and at the ſame time acted 

with prudent precaution. | : 
The captain, after ſome days, began 
to be attracted by thoſe charms which 
were ſo conſtantly preſented to his view. 
Being determined to fatisfy his paſſion, 
and wiſhing to haſten that moment, he 
invited the father and daughter to ſup 
with him. In the midit of the repaſt, in 
à tone of voice that ſhewed no tokens of 
fincerity, he demanded her in marriage. 
Her father, who wanted neither ſenſe nor 
ſpirit, immediately underſtood what he 
meant, and honeſtly refuſed his conſent, 
pretending, as an excuſe, the inequality 
of their conditions, Pont immediately 
few into a rage, tumbled him headlong 
out of the parlour, ir which they were 
| eating 


vain endeavoured to make her efcape. 
Delicacy here obliges us to ſuppreſs a re- 
lation of the horrible ſcene- that after- 


wards paſfed. We can only fay, that af- 


ter having fatisfied his own brutality, and 


given her as a prey to the tubaltern offi- 


cers, who came to ſecond him in this baſe 
tranſaction, they obliged her to fit don 
at tahle with them. 


This amiable but unfortunate girl, whis | 


was only fixteen years old, poſſefſed- an 
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eating, but retained his daughter, who in 


underitanding far ſuperior to her age, and 
had alſo a heart greater than her condi- 


TI 


tion. She conceived, that, in the preſent 


inſtance, it would be inc ffectual to lament 
her mis fortune by tears; but determined 


to watch the moment is revenge the out- 


. 


rages ſhe had received. She diflembled 
her reſentment, and ſeemed to liſten with 


content to the infamous language they ad- 
dreſſed to her. It was not long before a 


favourable opportunity offered; for, the 


captain being turned towards one of his 
companions to whitper him in the ear, 


H 2 A 


2 + no 
23 ED 


88 CHOICE SCRAPS. 


ſhe pierced him to the heart with a knife. 
She then overturned the table, got out of 
the room, while they were giving afliſt- 


ance to the captain, and ran to her father, 


relating to him every thing that had juſt 
paſſed, and earneſtly exhorted him to 
make his eſcape, with all poſſible ſpeed, 
and ſave himſelf and her two filters. 


As for herſelf, life was become too 


great a burden to her, to ſufter her to 
think of making uſe of the favourable- 
opportunity that offered of making her 
elcape. She waited with indifference the 


an age that threatened her trom the 


ands of her raviſhers, who tied her to a 


tree, and killed her by the fire of their 


muſkets. This heroic girl, before ſhe ex- 

ired, thus addreſſed her aſſaſſins: Fire, 
8 Alter the marks I bear of 
your brutality, which have made life 
odious to me, I receive from your hands 
as a preſent, the death your muſkets will 
afford me. Heaven, who has juſt now 
revenged my honour by the loſs of your 

| bien 
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chief, will not ſuffer this laſt act of hor- 
ror to paſs with impunity.” | 
The event juſtified her prediction. The 
father, worthy of ſuch a daughter, ani- 
mated the neighbouring peaſants to re- 
ſentment. Every one flew to arms, they 
exterminated the aſſaſſins, and, as on theſe 
occagons the flow voice of Reaſon and 
Juſtice is never liſtened to, not a French- 
man in the whole village was ſpared, 


Cafimir, King of Poland, 


Caſimir the Second, plaving at. fome 
game with one of his gentlemen, of whom 
he won all his money, received from him 
a.box on the ear. The gentleman was 
condemned to loſe his head; but Caſimir 
revoked the ſentence, ſaying, I am not 
ſurpriſed at the conduct of this gentle- 
man. Not being able to revenge himſelf 
on Fortune, it is not to be wondered at 
that he has ill-treated his friend. I am 
H 3 | the 
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the only one to blame in this affair; for I 
ought not, dy my example, to encourage 
a pernicious practice, which may be the 
ruin of the nobility.” 


IF RI RSS 
Quintus Cincinnatus. 


This worthy citizen being elected con- 
ful of Rome, the ſenate ſent deputies to 
him to invite him to come and take poſ- 


ſeflion of the magiſtracy. He was then 


at work in his field, aud, being his own 
e pg he was diefled in a manner 


nitable to that profeſſion. When he ſaw 


the deputies coming towards him, he ſtop- 


ped his oxen, very much ſurpriſed at ſce- 
ing ſuch a number of perſons, and not 
knowing what they could want with hin. 
One of the company approached him, 
and requeſted him to put on a more ſuit- 
able dreſs. He went into his hut, and 
having put on other clothes, he preſented 
himſelf to thoſe who were — 
um 
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they begged him to follow them to Rome. 
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him without doors. They RE IT 
ſaluted him Cop/z1, inveſted him with the 
urple robe, the lictors ranged themſelves 


fore him ready to obey his orders, and 


Troubled at this ſight, he for ſome time 
ſhed tears in filence. At laſt, recovering 
himſelf, he faid only theſe words, My 


. Held will not be ſown this as and 


then repaired to Rome, 


— — RS” 


Te magnanimous Soldier. 


When the great Conde commanded the 
Spaniſh army in Flanders, and laid ſiege 
10 a French fortreſs, a ſoldier, aavi 
received ilt-treatment from a general o 
fi:er, by being ſeverely caned for ſome 

trifling words that had eſcaped him, ſaid, 

he very well knew how to make him re- 


ent it. 


About a fortnight afterwards, the fame 
general officer ordered the cojonel of the 


92 CHOICE SCRAPS. 


trenches to procure him from his regiment 

a bold and intrepid man, who would un- 
dertake a deſperate buſineſs, and who 
ſhould be rewarded with an hundred piſ- 
toles, if he ſucceeded. 

The above-mentioned ſoldier, who was 
conſidered as the braveſt in the regiment, 
offered himlſe!t ; and, having taken with 
him thirty of his comrades, of whom the 
choice was left to himſelf, he fulfilled his 
commiſſion, which was of a very hazard- 
ous nature, with incredible courage and 
ſucceſs.” The general wiſhed to know, 
before he attempted an aſſault, whether 

the enemy had dug mines under the 
giacis. g 

The ſoldier, in the duſk of the even- 
ing, having got into the enemy's covered 
way, brought off the hat and tools of a 
miner, whom he had killed. On his re- 
turn, the general officer, atier having 
much applauded his bravery, ordered him 

immediately the hundred piſtoles he had 
promiſed him. The ſoldier inſtantly diſ- 
tributed them among his comrades, ſay- 

| ing 
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ing, that he did not ſerve for money, and 
that, if what he had juſt done merited 
any recompenſe,he wiſhed to be made an 
officer. He concluded with thus addreſ- 
fing 1imſelf to the general officer, who 
did rot at firſt recolle& him: © Iam the 
folder whom you ſo ſeverely treated about 
a fo!tnight ſince, when I told you I would 
mate you repent of it.” The general of- 
ficer, ſtruck with admiration, and ſoft- 
ened even to tears, embraced him, made 
an excuſe for his conduct, and the ſame 
day preſented him with a commiſſion. 


Scipio Africanus. 


Scipio Africanus having taken the city 
of Carthagena in Spain by aſſault, a 
great number of priſoners of both ſexes 
were taken. On this occaſion the ſoldiers 
brought to the conqueror a young lady of 
ſuch accompliſhed beauty, that ſhe at- 
tracted the notice of every one. 127 
| fire 
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fired to know who ſhe was, and to whom 
ſhe belonged; and having learned among 
other things, that ſhe was upon the point 
of being married to Allucius, prince of 
the Celtiberians, he {cnt for him and the 
pareuts of the young lady. 
As he had been told, that Allacius was 
doatingly fond of her, that Spaniſh ord 
no ſooner appeared in his preſence, ttan, 
before he 1poke to either the father or the 
mother of the fair priſoner, he firſt addreſſ- 
ed himſelf to the prince in particular; and, 
in order to calm every inquietude he 
might have on account of his lovely Spa- 
niard, he thus addreſſed him: We are 
both of us young, and on that account I 
can ſpeak to you with 'more freedom. 
Thoſe who brought me your intended 
ſpouſe, at the ſame time told me, that 
vou doatingly loved her, and her beauty 
leaves me no roqm to doubt of it. Re- 


flecting within myſelf, that if I, like you, 


ſhould form ſuch an engagement, and that 
] were not employed in the affairs of my 
country, I ſhould wiſh every one to fa- 
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vour ſo honeſt and legitimate a paſſion. 
I find myſelf happy, in being able on 
the preſent occaſion, to render you a ff 

milar ſervice. The lady you intend 
' marry has been among us in as much ſe- 
curity as if ſhe had been in the houſe of 
her father and mother. I have reſerved 
her for you, as a preſent worthy of your 
acceptance, and of my giving. The only 
recompenſe I expect in return for this gift 
is, that yon will be the friend of the Ro- 
man people; and if you judge me an ho- 
neſt man, ſuch as my father and uncle 
have made themſelves appear to the peo- 
ple of this very province, be aſſured there 
are many in Rome who reſemble us; 
and that there are no people in the uni- 
verſe, whom you ought more to fear as 

an enemy, nor wiſlt more to have for a 
friend.”? | | | | 
Allucius, penetrated with gratitude 
and joy, kiſſed the hands of Scipio, and 
prayed the gods to recompetiſe ſo gene- 
rous a benefactor, ſince it was not in his 
power to do ſo much as he wiſhed, nor 
| what 
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what his kindneſs merited. Scipio then 
ſent for the parents and relations of the 
| ds lady. They had brought with 
em a large ſum of money to ranſom her; 
but, when they found he had reſtored her 
without ranſom, they earneſtly conjured 
him to receive that ſum from them as a 
preſent, and declared, that by granting 
them that additional favour and indul- 
gence, he would complete the meaſure 
Of their joy and gratitude. Scipio could 
not reſiſt their ſtrong and fervent entrea- 
ties; he told them he would accept the 
ift, and bid them lay it at his feet. 
Then addreſſing himſelf to Allucins, „I 
add, (ſaid he) to the portion you ought 
to receive from your father-in-law this 
ſum, which I beg you will accept of as a 
nuptial preſent.” 

This young prince, charmed with the 
liberaltty and politeneſs of Scipio, pub- 
liſhed in every part of his own country 
the praiſes of ſo generous a conquerors. 
He wrote, in the tranſports of his grati- 
mide, © There is come into Spain a young 

hero 
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hero who reſembles the gods; who every 
where conquers leſs by the force of his 
arms, than by the charms of his Artues 
and the extenſion of his benevolence.” 
He then raiſed levies in the countries un- 
der his juriſdiction, and returned to Sci- 
pio, ſome little time afterwards, with a 
corps of fourteen hundred cavalry. 

Allucius, in order to perpetuate his gra- 
titude to the Roman general, engraved 
this illuſtrious action on a filver ſhield, of 
which he made Scipio a prefent—a pre- 
tent infinitely more glorious to him than 
_ riches or triumphs. This ſhield, which 
Scipio carried with him on his return to 
Rome, was loſt in a veſſel, which periſhe 
ed in the Rhone, with a part of his bag- 
gage, It remained in the river till the 
year 1665, when fome fiſhermen found 
it. It is at this day in the French king's 
cabingt. | > 
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The difinterefled Hero. 


The Chevalier Bayard was informed 
by ſpies, that the great Capt. Gonſalvo 
de Cordova, who commanded the Spa- 
niards in the kingdom of Naples, was in 
expectation of receiving ſome conſider- 
able ſums for the pay of his troops. As 
the treaſure could not reach the place of 
its deſtination but by one of two narrow 
paſſes, the chevalier and twenty of his 
men lay in ambuſcade in one of them, 
and placed Tardieu with twenty-five men 
in the other. 

Chance happened to lead the Spaniards 
through the paſs in which Bayard lay in 
, ambuth, when he fell upon them ſword 

in hand, who, without confidering by 
vy hat a ſmall number they were attacked, 
were ſo frightened that they precipitately 
fled, and left the treaſure behind them. 
The cheſts were carried to a neighbour- 
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ing village, and on being opened, and 
the contents counted on a large table, 


they found themſelves in poſſeſſion of 


fifteen thouſand ducats. 

Tardieu arrived at this inſtant, and 
viewing the mountain of gold with greedy 
eyes, he ſaid that one half of it belonged: 
to him, as he had a ſhare in the enterpriſe, 


IJ agree, (replied the Chevalier, who 


was not pleaſed with Tardieu's tone of 
voice) that you had a ſhare in the enter- 
priſe ; but you was not at the taking of 
the money. Befides, being under my or- 


ders, your right is ſubordinate to my 


pleaſure.” Tardieu, forgetting what he 


owed to his benefactor and chief, went 


immediately to complain to the general. 

Every one was ſurpriſed to ſee a friend 
of the Chevalier accuſe him of injuſtice 
and avarice—a man, whom even his ene- 
mies extolled for his juſtice and genero- 
ſity. The matter was heard, and Tar- 
dieu was cenſured for his conduct: in- 
deed, he was aſhamed of what he had 
done. I am more unhappy (ſaid he to 
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Bayard) for thus proceeding againſt you, 
than J am for the loſs of what J attempt- 
ed to gain. flow could I be unhappy on 
leeing you rich? Did I not know that 


your fortune is always an advantage to 


your friends, and has been ſo to me in 
rticular ?” | 
The Chevalier ſmiling, embraced him, 
and a ſecond time counted over the dy- 
cats in his preſence. Tardieu was not 
maſter of his tranſports on the fight of ſo 
much money. Ah! you enchanting 
pieces! {cried he) but you are not my 
property! Had I but one half of you, 1 
ſhould be happy all the reſt of my life!“ 
— God forbid, (ſaid Bayard) that for 
ſo ſmall a matter I ſhould make a brave 
gentleman unhappy! Take half the ſum. 
With joy I voluntarily give you that, 
which you ſhould never have extorted 
from me by force.“ The Chevalier then 
aſſembled the garriſon, and diſtributed 
the other half among them. 
The Spaniſh treaſurer, who was taken 
in company with the convoy, and in 
| whoſe 
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whole preſence all this paſſed, could not 
but admire ſo much diſintereſtedneſs; but 
he feared that the conqueror, after hav- 
ing given every thing away, would re- 
ſerve to himſelf the price of his ranſom, 
and would make him pay extravagantly. 
Bayard, who perceived his inquietude, 
ſoon relieved his mind. My trade, as 
a man of war, (ſaid he to him) obliged 
me to take you. I will not pretend to 
diſſemble, but tell you that I am happy 
on the occaſion, ſince that ſucceſs has 
enabled me to be of ſervice tomy compa- 
nions, and that what I took from you be- 
longed to your maſter, who 1s the enemy 
of mine. As to every thing regarding 
yourſelf, I releaſe you with joy, you are 
at liberty, and may depart as ſoon as you 
pleaſe.” At the ſame time he ordered a 
trumpet to attend him to the enemy's 
Quarters, 8 
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Tie T riumph of Gratitude, 


Lewis the Fourteenth, who had once 
Hombarded Algiers, ordered the Marquis 
de Queſne to bombard it a ſecond time, 
in order to puniſh their infidelity and in- 
ſolence. The deſpair in which the cor- 
fairs found themſelves of not being able 
to beat the fleet off their coaſts, which 
did them ſo much miſchief, cauſed them 
to bring all the French ſlaves, and faſten. 
ing them to the mouths of their cannon, 
the different limbs of their bodies were 

blown even among the French fleet, 

An Algerine captain, who had been 
taken on his cruize, and very well treated 
by the French all the time he had been 
their priioner, one day pereeived, among 
thoſe unfortunate Frenchmen who were 
doomed to the cruel fate juſt mentioned, 
an officer named Choiſeul, from whom 
he had received the moſt ſingular kind- 

neſſes. The Algerine immediately bey- 
ge, 


ged. entreated, and ſolicited in the moſt 
preſſing manner, to fave the life of that 
generous Frenchman ; but all was to no 
purpoſe. At laſt, when they were going 
o fire the cannon, to which Choiſeul was 
fixed, the captain threw himſelf on the 
body of his friend, and cloſely embrac- 
ing him in his arms, Taid to the cane 
nonier, © Fire! fince I cannot ſerve my 
benefactor, I will at leaſt have the conſo- 
lation to die with him.” The dey, in 
whoſe preſence this fcene paſſed, was ſo 
affected with it, barbarous and ſavage as 
he was by nature, that he now. readily 
granted that from dictates of humanity, 


which he had juſt before refuſed with 


ſo much ſavage ferocity. - | 
Demetrius and Antiphilus. 


Demetrius of Sunion had been brought 
uh from his infancy with Antiphilus, and 
travelled with him into Egypt, in order 

| : 0 
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to learn the Cynic philoſophy ; but the 
deſign of Antiphilus was there to ſtudy 
phy lic. 

Demetrius went to ſee the antiquities 
of the country, and ſpent fix months in 
the navigation of the Nile, having left 
at his lodgings his companion, who could 
not endure the heats and other inconveni- 
ences of the voyage. During the abſence 
of Demetrius, an accident happened to 


Antiphilus, which made him regret the 


abſence of his friend. One of his ſlaves 
aſſociated himſelf with ſome thieves to pil- 
lage the temple of Anubis, from whence 
the ſtole the ſtatue of the god, with other 
thin gs, and concealed them under a bed 
in Antiphilus's lodgings. 

The thieves being taken, as they were 
Jelling ſome part of their booty, on be- 
ing put to the torture, they confeſſed 
every thing: ſo that they firſt arreſted the 
Have, and afterwards the maſter, who 
was en at the public ſchools, after hav- 
Ing found the booty i in his lodgings. The 
heinouſneſs of the crime prevented any 
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one aſſiſting him, as all were ſhocked at 
the idea of ſacrilege. | 2b 
His two other {laves-carried off every 
thing that belonged to him, while he lay 
in priſon abandoned by all the world, and 
tormented by his jailor, who thought he 
was doing ſervice to the gods in ill treat- 
ing him, and who would not even liſten 
to him hen he attempted to juſtify him- 
ſelf. He ſoon fell ill under the load of 
grief and miſery; for he lay upon the 
earth, without being able to extend his 
limbs or get any fleep, being faſtened at 
night to a block; and in the day-time, 
he had one hand tied to an iron ring. 
The rattling of the chains allowed him 
as little repoſe by day as the night afford» 
ed him, there being ſhut up with him 
many criminals in the ſame inkiop dun- 
geon, in which he breathed with difficul- 
ry. In this terrible ſituation, inſupport- 
able even to the moſt robuſt, and till lefs 
ſo to a young man who had been brought 
Ep in the tendereſt manner, he 3 | 


clined, 


pct Ten, III 


— +T- 
b eee 
2 . 2 Fare * 1 — 7 
— FI 2 - 
,  — 


a — — 
n 


CF i — 
. 


. 2 -0A "0 
— — - 23 — K 
B 2 co — - 
r 


106 CHOICE SCRAPS. ts 
declined, and at laſt totally loſt his 

appetite. | 
Demetrius, who knew nothing of the. 
affair till his arrival, no ſooner was in- 
formed of the melancholy news, than he 
Haſtily ran to the priſon, where they would 
not give him admittance, becauſe the jai- 
lor was gone to reſt, and the guards had 
taken their poſt. He was therefore obliged 
to wait till the next day, and even then 
it was with ſome difficulty he found ad- 
mittance, and had no leſs difficulty to re- 
cognize his friend, who was ſo much diſ- 
figured. After having ſought for him 
a long time, as we ſeek a man among the 
dead after the day of battle, he would not 
have found him, had he not bethought 
himſelf of calling for him aloud by his 
name. Upon his anſwering, Demetrius 
knew his voice, and having turned his 
diſhevelled hair from his forehead which 
it covered, he fainted at the ſight, and 
Antiphilus likewiſe fell into a ſwoon. 
Demetrius firſt recovering, did what he 
could to reſtore his companion to his 
ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, and gave him his cloak to ſupply 
the place of thoſe wretched rags that only 
half covered him. The greater part of 
his effects having been carried off by the 
ſlaves of Antiphilus, he found himſelf 
now without reſource, and as he had nei- 
ther credit nor money, having ſpent all 
he had with him in his tour, he engaged 
himſelf at the port to carry merchandize 
as a porter, and, after having worked all 
the morning, he took all he had earned 


to his friend, of which he gave one part 
to the jailor, and with the other he and 


his friend regaled themſelves. At night, 
Demetrius was obliged to retire, and ſleep 


at the door, upon a little bed made of 


leaves and branches; for he was not fuf- 
fered to ſleep in the priſon. 

Thus they lived for ſome time, till one 
of the priſoners dying with poiſon, as 
was ſuppoſed, no perſon was afterwards 
ſuffered to enter the priſon. Demetrius, 
however, ho could not think of quitting 
his friend, went, through deſpair, and 
impeached himſelf as an accomplice in 
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the ſacrilege. He was accordingly feat 
to the ſame priſon ; but it was with ſome 
Githculty he perſuaded the jailor to admit 


+ him into the lame dungeon with his friend. 
7 However, they endeavoured to ſoften 
tl their calamities by converſation, and each 
4 feemed to take more care of the health 
kl of his companion than of his own, par- 
FH ticularly Demetrius, who, being taken 
Y ill, endeavoured to do every thing poſ- 
N ble to conſole Antiphilus. 

1 In the mean time, an accident happen- 


| ed, which reſtored them to liberty, at a 
j time when they had no reaſon to expect 
ö it. One of the priſoners having obtain- 
; ed a file, got off his irons, and fled with 
the reſt of the priſoners, after having kil- 
ö led the guard; but the greater part of 
them were taken wandering about in dit- 
ferent places. The two friends, however, 
remained in priſon, chuſing rather to die, 
than to obtain their liberty by means 
worſe than death. The governor of 
Foypt, having heard this news, ſet both 
oi them at liberty, after permitting them 
| to 
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to prove their innocence ; but, ſurpriſed 
at ſo much virtue, he gave ten thouſand 
drachms to Antiphilus, and double that 
ſum to Demetrius, who retired to India, 
and left every thing to his companion. 


Regulus. 


Regulus being defeated and taken pri- 
foner by the Carthaginians, was treated 


with great ſeverity, and uſed rather as a. 


criminal than as a priſoner of war. They 
loaded him with chains, and ſhut him up 
in a dungeon, where he remained four 
years. 5 | 
He would in all probability have there 
periſhed, had not the Carthaginians loſt 
leveral battles both by ſea and land, 
which indaced them to take Regulus 
from his dungeon, to ſend him to Rome 
to negociate a peace, or at leaſt to treat 
for the exchange of priſoners. The Car- 
taginian magiſtrates, beforetheyſuffered 
K him 
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him to embark,” made him promiſe on 
his word, that if he could obtain nothing 
from the Romans, he would return to 
Carthage, and be again loaded with 
chains. They even hinted to him, that 
his life depended on the ſucceſs of his 
negociation. 

The Carthaginians did not doubt but 
the ſenate would make peace, or at leaſt 


agree to an exchange of priſoners ; they 


ſuppoſed, that the Romans would not 


fail to purchaſe. the freedom and ſafety of 


ſuch a citizen as Regulus at any price; 


but the greateſt obſtacle to the concluſion 


of that treaty was the very man they ſent 
to negociate it. 2 

Regulus being arrived at Rome, ad 
viſed the ſenate to continue the war, aſ- 
ſuring them, that firmneſs on their fide 
would ſoon reduce the Carthaginians to 


ſubmit to what terms they pleaſed. That, 


with reſpect to the exchange of priſoners, 
every advantage would be on the fide of 


the enemy, whoſe principal officers and 


beſt ſoldiers were captives in Rome; 
| whereas 
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whereas the Carthaginians had but few 
Roman priſoners, who were adyanced in 
age, or otherwiſe incapable of any ſervice. 
In ſhort, this generous Roman ſpoke with 
ſo much force, though contrary to his 
own preſervation, that he induced the ſe- 
nate to determine on the continuation of 
the war, and make no exchange of pri- 
ſoners. | 
Having thus far obtained his wiſh, he 
returned on board the Carthaginian ſhip, 
without ever entering his own houſe, to 
ſee either his wife or children, for fear 
that their tears ſhould induce him to 
break his word. On his return to Car- 
thage, he was there put to death in the 
moſt cruel manner. ä | 


am aA a an» 
Perer the Great. 


The Ruſſians having taken by aſſault 
the city of Narva, which was defended by 
the Swedes under Gen. Horne, wereevery 
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where ſpreading fire and devaſtation, and 
maſlacreing the inhabitants, contrary to 
the expreſs orders of Peter the Great, 
who, ſword in hand, ruſhed in among 
the midſt of them, and reſcued ſeveral. 
women and children from the hands of 
the murdering ſoldiers. Peter himſelf 
Killed more than fifty of thoſe ſavage ſol- 
diers, whom the intoxication of carnage 
Had rendered deaf to his orders. At laſt, 
He found means to put a curb to their 
Fury, and collected the diſperſed ſoldiers. 

The conqueror, covered with duſt 
Tweat, and blood, repaired to the town- 
Hall, where the principal inhabitants had 
taken refuge. His menacing and terrible 
aſpect frightened the people; on entering 
the room, he put his ſword on the table, 
and addrefling himſelf to the aſtoniſhed 
multitude, who waited in filence the de- 
ciſion of their fate, Make yourſelves 
eaſy, ( ſaid he) it is not the blood of your 
citizens, with which my ſword js ſtained, 
but that of Ruſſians, whom I have ſacri- 


ficed to your ſafety,” - 1 
I Uexander 
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Alexander and Diogenes. 


Alexander the Great, paſſing through 
Corinth, had the curioſity to go to ſee 
the philoſopher Diogenes, who was there 
at that time, He found him ſeated in a 
covered tub*, with the open part turned 
towards the fuh. 1 am the great king 
Alexander,” ſaid he to the philoſopher. 
2 And lam thedog Diogenes,” repiied 
the philoſopher.—“ J am a good man,” 
ſaid Alexander.—““ Well, who has any 
reaſon to fear the good?“ replied Dio- 
genes. Alexander admired the ſubtility 
of his mind, and the free manner in which 
he ſpoke. After having ſome time con- 
verſed with him, he faid to him: “I ſee, 
Diogenes, that you are in want of many 
things : I ſhall be very glad to give you 
my athſtance. Aſk of me whatever you 
pleaſe.” “ Get then from between me 
and the ſun, (ſaid he) and do not take 
from me that which you cannot give me.“ 

* The tub of Diogenes was ſomething like 


what is called a fu/key, and is placed in the gardens 
belonging to many gentlemens country houſes, 


K 3 Alexander 
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Alexander was aſtoniſhed, and having 
ever before met with any man who was 
above all human concerns. Who is 
the richer man, (continued Diogenes) 
He who is contented with his cloak and his 
wallet, or he, who having an extenſive 
Kingdom, is not ſatisfied, and who every 
day expoſes himſelf to a thouſand dan- 
gers to extend its limits?“ Alexander's 
courtiers were very angry, that ſo great 
a king ſhould ſo long honour with his 
converſation ſuch a ſurly wretch as Dio- 
t who did not even riſe from his 

eat while he ſpoke to him. The king 
Perceived their anger, and turning about 
Jaid to them, If I were not Alexander, 
J would wiſh to be Diogenes!“ 


General Dor/ling. 


The celebrated Dorfling, general of 
the Elector Frederick William of Bran- 


denbourg was originally a taylor. On 


coming 
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coming out of his apprenticeſhip, he had 
the ambition to wiſh to travel to Berlin. 
As he was obliged to paſs the Elbe in a 
boat, and had 'no money to pay the ex- 
pence, the paſſage was refuſed him. Stung 
with this affront, he diſdained a trade 
that ſo narrowed his circumſtances, and, 
throwing his wallet into the river, he en- 
liſted himſelf for a ſoldier. | 

In that capacity he made rapid ad- 
vances : he ſoon gained the eſteem of his 
comrades, afterwards of his officers, and 
laſtly of the Elector his maſter. That 
great prince, who loved war, who had 
made himſelf a proficient in that ſcience, 
and who was compelled to ſtudy it, ra- 
pidly advanced a man, who, to great 
military knowledge, added all the virtues 
of a citizen. 

Dorfling was, after ſome time, pro- 
moted to the rank of a field-marthal, and 
in that capacity filled every idea that could 
be formed of a man, who, from a com- 
mon ſoldier roſe by his merit to be a ge- 
neral. A fortune ſo extraordinary ex- 

cited 
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cited the jealouſy of thoſe, who had not 
thoſe abilities to recommend them ta 
public notice. Some even condeſcended 
jo low as to ſay, that though Dorfling 
was become a great man, he had not loſt 


the air of his original profeſſion. “ Yes, 


(replied he to thoſe who thus bantered 
him) it is true, that J have been a taylor, 
and have cut out cloth; but now (conti- 
nued he, putting his hand on the guard 
of his ſword) I uſe this inſtrument, with 
which J will cut off the ears of thoſe wha 
ſhall dare to jpeak ill of me,” 


| The Triumph of Virtue. 


A merchant of Provence, of a moſt 
amiable character, but of narrow circum- 
ftances, met with ſame conſiderable loſſes 
in trade, and became a bankrupt. Being 
reduced to penury and want, he went to 
Paris to ſeek tome aſſiſtance. He waited 
on all his old cuſtamers in trade, repre- 

lented 
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jented to them his misfortunes, which he 
had taken every method to avoid, and 
begged them to enable him to purſue his 
buſineſs, aſſuring thoſe to whom he was 
indebted, that his only wiſh was to be in 
a condition to pay them, and that he 
ſhould die contentedly could he but ac- 
compliſh that wiſh. Every one he had 
applied to felt for his misfortunes, and 
promiſed to aſſiſt him, excepting one, to 
whom he owed a thouſand crowns, and 
who, inſtead of pitying his misfortunes, 
threw him into priſon. 

The unfortunate merchant's ſon, who 
was about twenty-two years of age, being 
informed of the ſorrow ful ſituation of his 
father, haſtened to Paris, threw himſelf 
at the feet of the unrelenting creditor, 
and, drowned in tears, beſought him, in 
the moſt affecting expreſſions, to conde- 
ſcend to reſtore him his father, proteſting 
to him, that if he would not throw ob- 
ſtacles in the way to his father's re- eſta- 
bliſhing his affairs, of the poſſibility of 


N they had great reaſon to hope, he 
mould 
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ſhould be the firſt paid. He tmplorall 
him to have pity on his youth, and to 
have ſome feelings for the misfortunes of 
an aged mother, encumbered with eight 
children, reduced to want, and nearly on 
the point of periſhing. Laſtly, that if 
theſe conſiderations were not capable of 
moving him to pity, he intreated him, at 
leaſt to permit him to be confined in 
priſon inſtead of his father, in order that 
he might be reſtored to his family. 
The youth uttered theſe expreſſions in 
To affecting a manner, that the creditor, 
ſtruck with ſo much virtue and genero- 
ſity, at once ſoftened into tears, and raiſ- 
ing the youth from his humble poſture, 
Ah! my ſon, (ſaid he) your father ſnall 
be releaſed. So much love and reſpect 
which you have ſhewn for him makes 
me aſhamed of myſelf. I have carried 
this matter too far ; but I will endeavour 
for ever to efface the remembrance of it 
from your mind. I have an only daugh- 
ter, who is worthy of you : ſhe would 
£3 as much for me, as you have done for 


your 
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your father. Iwill give her you, and 
with her all my fortune. Accept the of- 
fer I make you, and let us haſten to your 
— to releaſe him, and aſk his con- 
lent,” 8 


K AAA 


The African and Spaniard. 


The generality of the Maures, who form 
a part of the inhabitants of ſome towns 
in Africa, derived their extraction from 
the unfortunate convicts, who were at 
different times driven from Spain, and 
it was an almoſt univerſal opinion among 


thoſe barbarians, that the moſt agreeable 


facrifice they could make to God was to 
kill a Chriſtian. Ali Pelegrini, one of 
their generals, having one day come on 
ſhore with ſome Spaniſh priſoners, after 
a bloody conteſt, one of theſe Africans 
approached Ali, and threw himſelf at his 
feet. My lord, (ſaid he to him) you 
are very happy in having killed ſo many 

5 Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, and have ſtill an opportunity 
of every day killing more. You will be 
covered with glory in paradiſe. As for 
me, I have never had that ſatisfaction ; 
but it is in your power to abandon one 
of theſe miſerable wretches to me, that I 
may ſacrifice him to God.” Ali ſeemed 
to conſent to his requeſt, and thewing a 
young and robuſt Spaniard to the African, 
told the latter he might go into the wood, 
where he would find his prey. At the 
ſame time, he ordered the tlave, to go 
into the wood, giving him permiffion to 
defend himſelf, if he were attacked. 

The Spaniard, having armed himſelf 
with a ſabre and muſket, boldly entered 
the wood; but his enemy, ſeeing him 
armed, took to flight, and returned to 
the general, to whom he confeſſed, that 
his fear had prevented him ęxecuting his 
project. Ali then ſaid to him, in a ſe- 
vere tone: Learn from hence, thou 
- miſerable wretch, that the death of a 
Chriſtian 1s not agreeable either to the 
Supreme Being, or to his Prophet, but 

. | when 
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when they are bravely ki! led in war; and 
that there is no merit in the eyes of either 


God or man, to maflacre people, who are . 
not in a condition to detend themſeives.” 


The African retired loaded with contu- 


fon, and all the Turks applauded the ge- 


nerous ſentiments of their chief. 


TRY EY K 


The e Soldzer. 


The Marſhal D*Armont, e 
Crodon in Bretagne, during the League, 
gave orders to put every Spaniard to the 
iword, who was found in that garriſon, 
Though it was announced death to dif- 
obey the orders of the general, an En- 
liſh ſoldier ventured to ſave a Spaniard, 
The Engliſhman was arraigned for this 
offence before a court- martial, where he 


confefled the fact, and declared himſelf 


ready to ſuffer death, provided they would 
ſpare the life of the Spaniard. The mar- 
wah being much ſurprized at * a con- 
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duct, aſked the ſoldier, how he came to 


be ſo much intereſted in the preſervation 


of the Spaniard. *© Becauie, Sir, re- 
plied he) in a fimilar ſituation, he once 
ſaved my lite.” The marſhal, highly 
pleaſed with the goodneſs of the ſoldier's 
heart, granted him pardon, Javed the 
Spaniard's lite, and highly extolled them 
both. | 


IG SG SG AS RS 
The beneficent Monarch. 


The Emperor Cam-hi being one day 

a hunting, and having wandered from his 
company, met a poor old man weeping 
molt bitterly, and who appeared uncom- 
monly afflicted. He approached him, 
and feeling for his condition, without 
making himſelf known, aſked him what 
was the matter with him. What is the 
matter with me ! (replied the old man) 
Alas! Sir, when I fhall have told you, 
you will find it out of your power to re- 
| | heve 
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keve me.“ “ Perhaps, good man, (re- 
plied the emperor) I can be of more ſer- 
vice to you than you are aware of. Let 
me know what it is that afflifts you.””— 
& Since you wiſh to know it, (anſwered 
the old man) J muſt tell you that a go- 
vernor of one of the emperor's country 
houſes took a liking to mine, which is 
near the royal manſion, and ſuitable to 
his convenience, He therefore took it 
from me, and has thereby reduced me to 
that ſtate of beggary in which you ſee 
me. He has done more: 1 have but one 
fon, who was the ſupport of my old age, 
and he has taken him from me, and has 
made him his ſlave. Theſe, Sir, are the 
cauſe of my tears.“ | 
The emperor was much affected at this 
diſcourſe, and determined to revenge a 
crime committed under his authority. 
He aſked the old man if the honſe he had 
been ſpeaking of was far from that place, 
and the old man having anſwered that 
it was barely half a league, the emperor 
ſaid, he would go along with him, and 
E3 _ perſuade 
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-perſuade the governor to give him back 
his houſe and ſon. © Perſuade bim! 
(replied the old man.) Ah! Sir, I muſt 
tell you, that this man belongs to the 
emperor. It is not ſafe for either you or 
me to talk to him on ſuch an occaſion ; 
he wil! only treat me the worte for it, and 
you wiil receive nothing but intult, which 


I would wiſh to ſpare you,” —“ Let not 


that diſturb you, (rephed the emperor.) 
I am reſolute, and have realon to hope, 
that we ſhall ſucceed better than you ex- 
pect.” 

The old man, who imagined he per- 
ceived ſomething in the countenance of 
the ſtranger, which marked tha character 
of a man of ſome conjequerce, thought 
it became him to make no farth-r-refiſt- 
ance, tHe _ no other objection but 
that of being broken down ſo by age, and 
on foot, he ſhould not be abie to keep 
pace with his horſe.” *T am young, (an- 
ſwered the emperor) get upon my horſe, 
and I. will walk.” The old man could 
not conſent to this, and the emperor 

tound 
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found out a new expedient, that of tak- 
ing him up behind him. The old man 
again excuſed himſelf, ſaying, he had it 
not in his power to change his clothes and 
his linen, and he might thereby commu- 
nicate to him vermin, trom which he 
could not keep himſelf free. Come 
along, my friend (anſwered the emperor) 


get up behind me; I can ſoon change my 


cloaths.* The old man at laſt got up be- 
hind the emperor, and they were ſoon 
carried where they wiſhed to go. 

The emperor was no ſooner arrived 
there, than he aſked for the governor, 
who, being come, was very much ſur- 
priſed, when the emperor, as he ap- 
proached him, made himſelf known by 
the embroidered dragon he wore at his 
breaſt, and which his hunting dreſs had 
hitherto concealed, It ſhould ſeem as if 


to make this action of juſtice and humanity . 


the more celebrated, the greater part of 

the courtiers, who attended the king on 

this day's hunt, by chance came to the 

ſpot, and ſurrounded the emperor, as if 
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it had been by appointment. It was be- 


fore this great aſſembly, that he loaded 
the governor with a tuouſand reproaches 
for perſecuting the good old man, aud, 
after having obliged him to reſtore him 


his fon and his poſſeſſions, he ordered his 


head to be immediately cut off. He did 
more ; he put the old man in his place, 
and advited him to take care that fortune - 
did not change his manners, leſt ſome 
other ſhould be benefited by his impru- 
dence and injuſtice, as he had been that 
day by the cruelty of the Jate governor. 

This affords a uſeful leſſon to all man- 
kind, and to youth in particular, never to 
be guilty of an act of inhumanity, merely 
becauſe they may think themſelves out of 


the reach of juſtice. 
The Portugueſe Scipio. 


The Portugueſe being at war with the 
land of Ceylon, their general, Thomas 
| de 
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de Suſa, made many priſoners, among 
whom was a beautiful female Indian, who 
had juſt before promiſed to give her hand 
in marriage to a handſome youth of her 
own country. The lover, as ſoon as he 
heard of the unfortunate lot of his be- 
loved miſtreſs, haſtened to throw himſelf 
at her feet, when ſhe received him, with 
open arms, in tranſports. Their mis for- 
tunes not per mĩttin g them to live together 
in the enjoyment of freedom, he tr cely 
took upon him to divide with her the 
horrors of flavery. 

Suſa, who had a noble heart, ſuſcep- 
tible of the tendereſt feelings, was much 
affected at this ſcene. It is enough, 
(ſaid he to the generous youth) that love 
loads you with chains, and may you wear 
them to the lateſt period of your lite. 
Go, and live happily together: you are 
from this moment free from my fetters.“ 
The two lovers threw themſelves at bis : 
knees, and ever after attached chemſelves 
to their generous deliverer, withing to 


live under the laws of a vation, who 
knew 


* 
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knew how 10 nobly to employ their vic- 
tories. - 


wr SG — 


The Viciſitudes of Fortune. 


Barbula, who had been the experienced 
friend of Antony, and who had ſerved 
him at the battle of Philippa, bought a 
perſon who had been proſcribed, and who 
had diſguiſed himſelf in the habit of a 
tlave, in order to fave his life. This pre- 
tended ſlave, to whom hiſtory has given 
the ſir- name of Marcus, acquitted him- 
ſelf with ſo much diſcernment and pro- 
bity, as plainly evinced he was ſomething 
higher than a flave. Barbula wiſhed to 
draw from him this ſecret, promifing 
him, that, if he really was among the 
number of proſcribed, he would uſe his 
intereſt to have his name eraſed from tliat 
fatal liſt. It may not be amiſs here to 
inform my youthful readers what is meant 
by preſcribed, Civil wars were very com- 

mon 
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mon in Rome, and the party who pre- 
yailed always poſted up the names of the 
principal men who had oppoſed him, 
who. were thereby expoſed to the danger 
of being murdered. ; _ 

To return. Marcus would make no 
confeſſion, but followed his maſter to 
Rome. He was there known by one of 
the friends of Barbula ; and this latter, 
according to his promite, obtained, by 
his credit with Agrippa, a pardon for 
Marcus, and in conſequence he attached 
himſelf to that party. | 
. Many years afterwards happened the 
battle of Actium, in which Marcus and 
Barbula were in oppoſite inteteſts ; the 
firſt fought for Auguſtus, and the other 
for Antony. After the battle, the ſcene 
between Marcus and his friend was re- 
newed, but in a different point of views 
Barbula tound no other means to avoid 
death than by diſguifing himſelf as a 
flave. Marcus bought him, pretending 
not to know him; and, by means of the 
influence he then had with Auguſtus, pro- 

. 
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cured his pardon, and thus ſaved the 
man who had before been his celiverer. 
Theſe two friends were ſome time after 
joint conſuls at Rome, and thereby 
mewed what gratitude is capable of 


producing. | 


— — 


Con jugal Fidelity. 


Guelph, duke of Bavaria, having made 
war on ihe Emperor Conrad III. that 
nee beſieged him in the caſtleof Weinſ- 

erg, where he defended himielt to the 
Jaſt extremity ; but was at laſt obliged to 
ſurrender at diſcretion. The emperor 
treated the perſon, wham Guelph had 
ſent to him to capitulate, with great ci- 
vility, and gave his word, that the duke 
and his troops fhould be permitted to paſs 
through the Imperial troops unmoleſted. 
The duke's lady, however, ſuſpected 
ſome fatal deſign againſt her huſband, on 
account of {ame extravagant language he 
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had made uſe of againſt the emperor, was 


concealed under all this appearance of ' 


milineſs and clemency. She therefore 
wiſhed to make a more certain engage- 
ment than that of mere words, She ſent 
a gentleman to the emperor, to demand 
of him ſafe conduct, not only for herſelf, 
but alſo for the other ladies and women 


that were in the caſtle, that they might be 


ſuffered to paſs unmoleſted, and be con- 
ducted to a place of ſecurity, and take 


whatever they could carry with them. 


To this the emperor conſented. 
This evacuation was made in the pre- 
fence of the emperor and all the army; 


and every one was aſtoniſned, when they 


ſaw pals, firit the ducheis, then coun- 
teſſes, baroneſſes, and other ladies of 


quality, whoie huſbands had offended the 


emperor, each with difficulty carrying her 
lord on her ſhoulders. It had been ſup- 
poſed in the army, that when tie ducheſs 
demanded this tavour, it was only with a 
view to fave their gold, filver, and jewels, 
and had no ſuſpicion of her real inten- 

| | tions. 
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tions, The emperor was quite aſtoniſhed 
at this fight, and could not help reflecting 
on the tenderneſs and courage of theſe 
ladies, who conſidered their huſbands as 
their true treaſure, which they eſteemed 


more than gold or jewels, and that they 
were the moit valuable of their poſſeſſious. 
The emperor was ſo affecteg at this gene- 
Tous ſight, that he highly commended 
their fidelity to their huſbands, treated 
them. with a ſplendid dinner, and catne 
to a ſincere accommodation with Guelph 
and his companions, The emperor's of- 
ficers gave him different advice; but he 
anſweted them, © A king ſhould never 
break his word.” 


— — EIS IM 


The Aſtrologer. 


An aſtrologer having foretold the death 
of a lady, of whom Louis the Eleventh 
was very fond, and chance having juſti- 
ed his prediction, the king ſent for the 

| | aſtrologer. 
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aſtrologer. “ You, (ſaid the king) who 
can foreſee every thing, tell me when you 
fhall die.“ The aſtrolo{ er, either being 
pre-informed, or guefling at the ſnare the 
king was laying for him, replied, 1 
ſhall die three days before your majeſty.“ 
© Theking's fears and ſuperſtition prevented 
him from acting as he intended, which 
was undoubtedly to put the aſtrologer to 
death. On the contrary, he took parti- 
cular care of the life of the impoſtor, 
Thereby thinking to prolong his own.- 


Alexander's Phyſician, | 


Alexander the Great, purſuing the 
army of Darius through Cilicia, made 
himſelf maſter of the city of Thrace, 
through which runs the Cydnus, ariverleſs 
celebrated for its magnitude than for the 
excellence of its water, which is as ex- 
tremely clear as it is cold, on account of 
its being conſtantly ſhaded, It was then 
= AM towards 
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towards the end of the year, when the 
heats are the moſt powerful in Cilicia, and 
at the hotteſt time of the day, when the 
king arrived on the banks of this river, 
covered with ſweat and duſt. Seeing the 
water ſo clear and beautiful, he deter- 
mined to bathe in it; but no ſooner had 
he plunged in, than he was ſeized with 
ſuch a ſhivering, that every one thought 
he would have died. . 
They carried him to his tent in a ſtate 
of inſenſibility, and the conſternation in 
the camp was general. Every ſoldier 
wept, and, for a time forgetting them- 
ſelves, and the dangers to which they 
were expoſed, nothing was heard but 
complaints and lamentations, that, in the 
flower of his youth, and in the career of 
his greateſt proſperity, he who was at 
once their king and companion in war, 
ſhould be thus taken from them, and for 
ever ſnatched from their arm 
However, he at length came a little to 
himſelf, and began to know thoſe who 
ſurrounded him; but he ſeemed to be 
| TH. 1 only 
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only ſo far recovered, as to become ſen- 
ſible of his pains, and his mind appeared 
to be more afflicted than his body, having 
received news that Darius would ſoon be 
with him. He complained heavily of the 
ſeverity of his fate, which left him with- 
out defence expoſed to his enemy, which 
ſnatched from 25 ſo glorious a victory, 
which left him to die an obſcure death in 
his tent, and very diſtant from that glory 
he before had within his reach. 
_ Having ordered his confidents and phy- 
ficians into his preſence, © You fee, my 
friends, (ſaid he to them} to what a ter- 
rible extremity fortune has reduced me. 
Methinks I already hear the approach of 
the enemy's army, and ſee Darius arrived. 
He undoubtedly foreſaw my bad fortune, 
when he wrote to his provincial governors 
ſuch haughty and inſolent letters concern- 
ing me; but, ſhould I recover, I may 
perhaps teach him better. The ftate of 
my affairs will not admit of gentle means 
and timid medicines ; a ſpeedy death is 
preterable to a tedious recovery, If the 
M2 phy ſi⸗ 
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phyſicians think they have any reſource” 
for .me, in their medicines, tell them, 
that T have not ſo much deſire to live as 
to fight.“ | 
This precipitate and determined reſolu- 
tion of the king alarmed every one pre- 


ſent. The phyſicians, who knew they 


would be reſponſible for the event of their 
preſcriptions, were afraid to adminiſter 
any uncommon and violent remedy, eſ- 
pecially as Darius had'publickly offered 
a thouſand talents to any one who ſhould 
kill Alexander by 

Philip, one of the king's phyſicians, 
who, having attended him from his early 
age, loved him tenderly, not only as his 
king, but as his protector and benefactor, 
his mind being warmed by affe&ion ta 
his maſter above all conſiderations of hu- 
man prudence, he offered to adminiſter 
to him a medicine, which he ſaid would 
not be very violent, and which would 
not fail of producing a good effect; but 
he demanded three days to prepare it. 
Eyery one trembled tor the fate of this 


pbyſi- 
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phyſician, except Alexander himſelf, to 
whom, however, the delay of three days 
was a terrible affliction, as he was impa- 
tient to appear at the head of his army. 
During this interval, Alexander re- 
ceived a letter from Parmenio, who was 
then in Cappadocia, and in whom the king 
had placed more confidence than in any 
other of his courtiers. The letter tended 
to adviſe the king not to truſt to his phy- 
ſician Philip, as Darius had corrupted 
him with the promiſe of a thouſand ta- 
lents, and to give him his fiſter in mar- 
riage. This letter threw Alexander into 
great perplexity, being agitated by the 
two different paſſions of hope and fear. 
However, the confidence he had in his 
phyſician, whom he had known and ex- 
perienced from his early infancy, ſoon 
diſſipated all his doubts. He folded up 
the letter, and put it under his pillow, 
without acquainting any one with its 
Contents. l 
The day arrived, and Philip produced 
his medicine. Alexander, taking the let- 
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ter from under his pillow, gave it Philip 

to read, at the ſame time taking the cup, 

and, fixing his eyes upon him, ſwallowed 

the contents, without ſhewing the leaſt 
mark of ſuſpicion or uneaſineſs. 

Philip, while he was reading the let- 
ter, ſnewed ſtronger marks of indignation 
; and contempt, than of ſurpriſe and fear, 
; and, fitting down on the king's bed, 
6 My lord, (ſaid he, in a firm and reſo- 
lute tone) your cure will ſoon juſtify me 
againſt this horrid charge. The only fa- 
vour | have to aſk of you is, that you 
will be compoſed in your mind, and that 
you will permit the medicine to operate, 
without confſidering on the advice you 
have received from ſervants perhaps more 
zcalous than prudent.“ Theſe words per- 
fectly ſatisfied the king, and hope and 
joy brightened in his countenance. The 
king took Philip by the hand, ſaying, 
* Do you make yourſelf ealy, as ] ſup- 
poſe you are unhappy on two accounts, for 
my recovery, aud your own juſtification.““ 
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The medicine, however, operated in 
ſuch a manner, that the ſymptoms which 
followed ſeemed to juſtify the accufation 
of Parmenio. The king loſt his ſpeech, 
and fell into ſuch ſwoons, as almoſt de- 
prived him of pulſe and life. Philip uſed 
all his art to aſſiſt him; and, as ſoon as 
he ſaw him a little recovered, he began 
to diſcourſe with him on agreeable mat- 
ters, ſometimes about his mother and ſiſ- 
ters, and then concerning the great vic- | 
tory, which was haſtily advancing to 
grown his firſt triumphs. 

At laſt, the medicine having prevailed, 
and ſpread its ſalutary and vivifying vir- 
tues through all his veins. his mind began 
to recover its vigour, and next his body, 
much ſooner than could have been ex- 
pected. Three days afterwards he ſhew- 
ed Rimſelf to his army, who could not 
take their eyes off him, and who could 
hardly believe what they ſaw, ſo greatly 
had his danger alarmed and dejected them. 
They loaded his phyſician with careſſes, 
every one embraced 9885 and paid their 
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reſpects to him as a divinity, who had 
faved the life of their prince. ; 


Capitulation f Barcelona, 
During the war about the ſucceſſion of 


Spain, the Germans and Engliſh, under 


the command of Lord Peterborough, laid 


ſiege to Barcelona. The vice-roy who 


commanded the fortreſs, being. a weak 


man, ſeeing a powerful enemy without, 


and a ſeditious people within, determi- 
ned to ſurrender. He ſpoke to Lord Pe- 
terborough at the gates of the city ; but 
before the articles were figned, all on a 


ſudden, a great noiſe and uproar were 


heard. You have betrayed us, (ſaid 
the vice-roy to Lord Peterborough) we 
were capitulating in good faith, and ſee, 


your Engliſh have entered the city by the 
ramparts.“ “ Vouare miſtaken, (replied 
his lordſhip) they are the German troops, 
There is but one way of ſaving your city, 
and that is to permit me and my Engliſh 
troops immediately to enter. I will ap- 
peaſe 
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peaſe every thing, and then I will return 
to finiſh the capitulation.” He ſpoke this 
with ſuch an appearance of truth, and an 
air of grandeur, which, added to the 
imminent danger the city was in, deter- 
mined the governor to let them enter. 
His lordſhip haſtened with his officers, 
and found the Germans and Catalans 
plundering the houſes of the principal 
citizens. He drove them away, and made 
them reſtore the booty they had taken. 
At length, having reſtored tranquiility to 
the city, he returned to the overnor, 
and figned the capitulation, The Spa- 
niards wereloſt in amazement on finding 
ſo much generoſity in the Engliſh, whom 
the inhabitants had been taught to con- 
ſider as unrelenting barbarians, becauſe 
they were of a different religion, 


The beſt Hour for Eating. 


A man went one day to conſult Dio- 
genes, to know which was the beſt hour 
| | to 
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to eat in. If you are rich, (ſaid the N 
philoſopher) eat when you will; and, if 
you are poor, eat when you can get it.“ 
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